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    Sunday Worship 
3rd Sunday in After Pentecost (Year B) 

13 June 2021 
9:30 a.m. 



First Presbyterian at Worship 
Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 

 
 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all backgrounds, 
abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the grace of Christ, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed 
and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s service 

in the world. (Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church USA of Carbondale 

Order of Worship for Sunday 6/13/21: 
 
Prayer in Preparation 
God, you are the gardener of all creation. 
You planted this world with the seeds of your love 
and grow them with your faithfulness. 
We are your harvest; we find our meaning and sustenance in 
you. May our minds listen to you calling, 
may our hearts be attuned to your will, may our feet follow you in the world, 
through Jesus, the Word become flesh. Amen. 
 
Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Where I Saw God This Week… 
 
Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
 
Prelude:  Jesus Lord to Me (arr. Mark Hayes)                -Saem Lee, pianist 
 
 
 



Gathering for Worship  
Leader: The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed,  
which is the smallest of seeds on earth; 
it grows up and becomes the greatest of shrubs, 
and the birds of the air make nests in its shade. 
Give thanks to God, whose promised reign is coming. 
Thanks be to God! 
All: Amen. Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn: #664 Morning Has Broken                   vv. 1-3 
    
1 Morning has broken, like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird; 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word. 
 
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
Like the first dewfall on the first grass; 
Praise for the sweetness, of the wet garden, 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass. 
 
3 Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light Eden saw play; 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation of the new day. 
 
Call to Confession 
Leader: When we gather to worship God,   
we remember that we are God’s people, 
but we have often preferred our way instead of God’s. 
Trusting God’s power to make us new persons in Christ, 
let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 
All: Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed    
teaches us that a little faith can produce great work in your kingdom. 
Yet we are too timid to bear the fruit of your righteousness, 
for we walk by sight and not by faith. 
Forgive us, Lord; we do not uphold the poor or the oppressed. 
We do not advocate for the powerless or the voiceless. 
We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of our neighbors. 
Renew us with the love of Christ 
so that we live no longer for ourselves, 
but for Christ who became the seed of your righteousness in us. Amen. 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
Leader: We who walk by faith and not by sight believe the good news— 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
Praise be to God for the mercy and grace that forgives our sins. Alleluia. Amen! 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
Response:  #282    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    Amen. (2x) 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Alexander and the Terrible….    
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: Holy Spirit, by your mysterious power 
speak to us your truth and show us your wisdom, 
that we may know you more deeply 
and serve you more faithfully, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson                       Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Scripture Reader: 22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the 
lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the 
topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may 
produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of 
bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind. 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the 
high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry 
tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

Ministry of Music                            Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 
 
 
 
 



New Testament Lesson:                                               Mark 4:26-34 

Minister: 26He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed 
on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 
sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the 
stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, 
at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 

Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: “Don’t Judge a Seed By Its Seed Coat” 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  PCUSA Confession of 1967  Section 9.53 
 
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ  
embraces the whole of our life:  
social and cultural, economic and political,  
scientific and technological, individual and corporate. 
It includes our natural environment  
as exploited and despoiled by sin.  
It is the will of God that God’s purpose for human life  
shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ  
and all evil be banished from God’s creation.  
 
Hymn: #321 The Church’s One Foundation                vv. 1-2 
 

1 The church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord. 
She is his new creation 
by water and the word. 
From heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride. 
With his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 



2 Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation: 
one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with every grace endued. 

Minute for Mission: Another Opening!  Another Show!      

Invitation to the Offering: 
Leader: God has provided us with all that we need. It is our privilege to give back 
to God. Let us return a portion of what God has so freely given to us. 
Let us now humbly bring our gifts to the Lord. 
 
Offertory: I Need Thee Every Hour     (arr. James Koerts) 
 
Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending 
checks in the mail.                    

 
*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: Bless, O God, the gifts that we bring this day, that they may be a sign of 
our commitment to your kingdom and a pledge of our love for you and your 
world. Multiply the work done by our time, treasures, and talents, that your 
presence and compassion may be known  in all the earth. Amen. 
  
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
 

http://www.firstprescdale.org/


Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
Hymn: #321 The Church’s One Foundation                                   vv. 3-5 
 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 
this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping; 
their cry goes up: "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 
shall be the morn of song. 

4 Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation 
of peace forevermore: 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious 
shall be the church at rest. 

5 Yet she on earth has union 
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
may live eternally. 

Blessing 
Minister: May God grant you your heart’s desire  
and fulfill all your plans according to God’s goodwill. 

Postlude:  We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise    (arr. Mark Hayes) 

 

 



Moment of Reflection:  

 

Household Prayer: Morning 
The sunlight greets me in morning, 
reminding me that I begin this day in your presence. 
The air I breathe instructs me that I live by your constant love. 
Lord, I acknowledge you are my God! I will seek your face in those I meet 
and make my aim to please and serve you alone, Jesus, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Household Prayer: Evening 

The numerous stars shine the wonder of God whose grace is beyond measure; 
whisper to me your abundant grace, which sustains me. As I lay down my head, I 
recall Jesus saying that the Son of Man has no place to lay his head. I imagine 
Jesus being with those who look for a place to lay their heads. O God, I ask for 
your mercy and pray for the day when we all can sleep in shalom, trusting in your 
mysterious work through Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

Worship Assistant: Rob Jensen Next Week: Lisa Hollabaugh 
 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study is on a short break until 6/30  

 
Sunday, June 20, 2021 

Sunday worship via Zoom only at 9:30am.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you would like a call or a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—
please let Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 

 
 

The Church’s Office Hours  
Monday and Wednesday 8:00am-12:00pm 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Faith Dialogues: Don’t miss the ongoing and exciting discussion of Barbara 
Brown Taylor’s Holy Envy, continuing Thursday 6/17 at 7:00pm. 
 
There will be a congregational meeting after worship in the sanctuary on 7/11 
to elect two new Ruling Elders to serve as Session Members 
 
Worship Ministries is updating its list of Worship Volunteers as we prepare to 
resume in person service this summer.  If you would like to volunteer to be a 
worship assistant, scripture reader, or head user, please email or phone Sharon 
Wittke at sharonwittke@gmail.com or call (618) 893-1869. 
 
Kerry will be using a couple of weeks (6/14-28) of Continuing Education Time to 
write a new murder mystery for a fall mission fundraiser.  John Baker will fill the 
pulpit on 6/20 and a sermon provided by More Light Presbyterians will be 
featured on 6/27.   
 
Let’s Get Trivial! Mission Ministry is sponsoring a trivia fundraiser for 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance on Friday 6/18 at 6pm on the church 
greenspace. Dessert auction and pizza for sale.  
 
Contact Sarah Meredith of Membership Ministries to participate in the Round 
Robin Letter Project this summer. Email her at smmeredith@gmail.com 
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Joys and Concerns 
 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic patients and the ongoing vaccination efforts 
 Social unrest and political polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of natural disasters 
 Those who are homeless, hungry, and in harm’s way 
 For the victims of mass shootings and hate crimes 
 For those in shelters on the southern border 
 For those who continue to be marginalized and underrepresented 

 
Ongoing Concerns: 

 
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in 
the Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to 
please pray for: Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month is: Small Groups 
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National, State, Regional, and Community Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff at school 
 Our nation in midst of continuing violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women 


