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First Presbyterian at Worship 
Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 

 
 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all 
backgrounds, abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the 
grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed 

and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s 
service in the world. (Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale 
Order of Worship for Sunday 4/18/21: 

 
Prayer in Preparation 
Almighty God, your power makes the lame walk  
and the dead rise to new life.  
We give you thanks for the love poured into our world 
through Christ Jesus,  
who opened our minds to understand what you have made,  
whose appearance among his followers brings peace,  
and who creates faith through touch and taste.  
Show us Jesus, even now, 
through the mystery of your threefold presence,  
one God, abiding now and forever. Amen.  
 
Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Where I Saw God This Week… 
 
Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
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One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
 
Prelude: Day By Day (arr. Greg Howlett)  

-Saem Lee, pianist 
 
Gathering for Worship  
Leader: The bread of life opens our eyes. 
The word of life opens our ears.  
The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,  
and by those wounds we are healed.  
All: Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn: #629 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                     vv. 1-2 
    

1 Jesus, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills my breast. 
But sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest. 

2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 
nor can the mind recall 
a sweeter sound than thy blest name, 
O Savior of us all. 

Call to Confession 
Leader: The One who calls us to repent, hears us.  
In trust that our Creator knows us through and through, 
let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 
All: Good and gracious God, 
we are creatures of dust, 
ignorant of your revelation, 
misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, 
needing forgiveness.  
We repent of our failure to give as you have given to us. 
We beg your mercy for our fallen world. 
We seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus.  
Be our solace in this life and always. 
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We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete.  
Forgive us and lead us. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
Leader: In the name of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your plea for absolution has been heard.  
God’s promises are sure: your sins are forgiven. 
Peace be with you.  
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
Response:  #282    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    Amen. (2x) 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Pray Every Day   
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: Holy God, by your Spirit  
reveal your radical, surprising love; 
come to us through your holy word,  
and let us hear what you are saying. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Lesson                        Psalm 4 
Leader: 1Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I 
was in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
2How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long will you love vain 
words, and seek after lies? Selah 
3But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; the LORD hears 
when I call to him. 
4When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, and be silent. Selah 
5Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! Let the light of your 
face shine on us, O LORD!” 
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7You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine 
abound. 
8I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O LORD, make me lie 
down in safety. 
 
Ministry of Music                            Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 
New Testament Lesson:                                             I  John 3:1-7 

Minister: See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have 
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No 
one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known 
him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right 
is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: “Pulling Out Childish Ways” 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  PCUSA Confession of 1967  Section 9.26 
 
Life in Christ is life eternal. The resurrection of Jesus is the sign that 
God66 will consummate the work of creation and reconciliation 
beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.  
 
Hymn: #629 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee        vv. 3-5 

3 O hope of every contrite heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 
to those who fall, how kind thou art! 
How good to those who seek! 

4 But what to those who find? Ah, this 
nor tongue nor pen can show. 
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The love of Jesus, what it is 
none but his loved ones know. 

5 Jesus, our only joy be thou, 
as thou our prize wilt be. 
Jesus, be thou our glory now, 
and through eternity. 

Minute for Mission: Talking the Talk… 

Invitation to the Offering: 
Leader: As Jesus gave himself fully for us  
and then appeared to the disciples bringing peace,  
so let us now bring wholeness and healing to others  
through our tithes and gifts.  
 
Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending 
checks in the mail.                    

 
*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: Lord God, we offer to you only a portion  
of what you have given us.  
All that we have is from your creative hand.  
All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love.  
All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  
Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy;  
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 
Silent Prayer 

http://www.firstprescdale.org/


7 | P a g e  
 

 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
Hymn: #719  Come, Labor On               vv. 1-4 

1 Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain 
while all around us waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
"Go work today." 

2 Come, labor on. 
Claim the high calling angels cannot share; 
to young and old the gospel gladness bear. 
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 
The night draws nigh. 

3 Come, labor on. 
Cast off all gloomy doubt and faithless fear! 
No arm so weak but may do service here. 
Though feeble agents, may we all fulfill 
God's righteous will. 

4 Come, labor on. 
No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 
till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie, 
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, 
"Well done, well done!" 

Charge and Blessing: 
Minister: The word of God assures us: 
What we will be has not yet been revealed.   
Live, therefore, with hope, share your joy, 
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withhold your anger, 
shed your disappointments, 
turn to all people with gentleness.  
The Lord bless and keep you,  
shine upon you with grace and mercy, 
and give you what is needed for each new day.  Amen. 

  
Postlude:  Joyful Day (arr. Mark Hayes) 
 
 
 
Moment of Reflection:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Household Prayer: Morning 

God of surprising revelations, I thank you for rest and renewal.  
I thank you that when you come to your people,  
you speak peace and invite faith in you.  
Make this new day a time when I will give more thanks for life  

than I did yesterday.  
Give me ears to hear your will for me, hands that are open to others,  
and eyes to see the beauty in your world; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

For all that has happened this day, O God, I give you thanks.  
Even for the obstacles I faced, I thank you.  
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Especially when I wobbled in doubt, I thank you because I did not fall.  
You came to hold me strong and help me take the next step.  
Now give me rest, secure in your never-failing arms.  
Let my dreams revolve around what is pleasing and good,  
bringing me to a new day with zeal for your gifts; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Worship Assistant:  Sharon Wittke              Next Week: Wendi Zea  

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study at 3:30pm  
 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 
Easter Sunday worship via Zoom at 9:30am.  Sign in early for fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you would like a call or a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—
please let Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 

 
Announcements 

 
The Presbyterian Preschool is having a fundraiser at MOD Pizza today.  From 
10:30am-9:00pm you can dine in or order out and the Preschool will receive 
20% of the proceeds.  Use the Promo Code: GR184883P.  More details at 
https://www.groupraise.com/events/184883  
 
Our Pentecost worship on Sunday 5/23 will be in-person outdoors on the 
Greenspace and available via Zoom!  Communion will be shared. 

 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic patients, including national and local leaders and the 

ongoing vaccination efforts 
 Social unrest and political polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of natural disasters 

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 10:00am-2:00pm 
 
 

https://www.groupraise.com/events/184883


10 | P a g e  
 

 Those who are homeless, hungry, and in harm’s way 
 For the victims of mass shootings and hate crimes 
 For those in shelters on the southern border 

 
Ongoing Concerns: 

 
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in 
the Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to 
please pray for: First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month is: Nominating 
Committee 
 
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff at school 
 Our nation in midst of violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women  
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             LEADERSHIP 
  

 

 
Covenant Pastor 

Kerry Bean 
(618)-549-2148 ext 101 

pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org  

 
Music Director 

Carlyn Zimmermann 
(618) 549-2148 ext 106 
carlyn@firstprescdale.org  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Stewart 
(618) 549-2148 ext 100 
office@firstprescdale.org   

 

SESSION 
asksession@firstprescdale.org  

 

Faith Development 
faith@firstprescdale.org 

John Baker (2024) 
Reona Daly (2022)  

Fellowship 
fellowship@firstprescdale.org 

Jonathan Brooks (2023) 
David Peters (2022) 

Membership 
membership@firstprescdale.org 

Sarah Merideth (2023) 
Lisa Hollabaugh (2022) 

Mission 
mission@firstprescdale.org 

Rick Jefferson (2022) 
Lily Vucinic (2022)  

Nominating 
nominating@firstprescdale.org 

 
 
  

Personnel 
personnel@firstprescdale.org 

Rob Jensen (2023) 
Jay Brooks (2023)  

Small Groups 
smallgroups@firstprescdale.org 

Bill Schwegman (2024) 
Neal Foland (2022)  

Stewardship 
stewardship@firstprescdale.org 

Rolanda Quick (2024)  

Worship 
worship@firstprescdale.org 

Sharon Wittke (2023) 
Kathy Manfredi (2024)  

Clerk 
clerk@firstprescdale.org 

David King  

 
Webmaster 

webmaster@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson  

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
askdeacons@firstprescdale.org  

 

Class of 2022 
Jill Hertzing 

Carolyn Hooker  
Dori Jefferson  

Class of 2023 
Diane Cash 
Marta Davis 
Pam Holt 

  

Class of 2024 
Phyllis Beck 

Brenda Myers 
Brenda Gilbert 

 
 
You are encouraged to speak with individual elders or deacons, or 
email Session, Session ministries or the Board of Deacons with 
announcements, suggestions, questions, or concerns. If, after a 
reasonable length of time, you do not receive a reply, please re-send 
your email to asksession@firstprescdale.org. 

 

mailto:asksession@firstprescdale.org

