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Notes from Kerry
Happy New Year, everyone!  I thought I’d start out 2020 with one of my old favorite Peanuts comic strips.  
Here it is:

And here’s the real kicker- even when I’m sure I’m right- I might be wrong. 

That is why it’s so important to give other folks a chance to be heard.  Because to some degree, no matter 
what we’re talking about or dealing with- we might be wrong.  Just yesterday, as I write, the President of the 
United States was impeached by the House of Representatives.  I have been struck, though not surprised, that 
the impeachment process has not changed public opinion much- about either presidential or congressional 
leadership.  I, too, have some very strong opinions about contemporary politics.  I believe that these opinions 
are based on fact, and on a concern for our country and our world.  But when I become unwilling to listen to 
those who disagree with me (or dismiss them as deluded or woefully ignorant) then I am contributing to the 
breakdown of our community.  And that’s wrong.

The same is true within our congregation, our denomination, and church at large.  I have, over time and ex-
perience, developed ideas and opinions about what makes a church healthy and unhealthy and a mix of both.  
So when I see something or hear something within the church, I can be pretty darn quick to judge whether 
or not it’s a “good” thing or not.   That’s the easy part.  It’s so much more challenging to consider the subtle 
meanings and the rippling effects.  It’s so much more humbling to admit once again that in my haste I might 
be wrong.

In some respects I have gravitated more towards my mother than my father.  Dad was an analytical thinker 
who pondered his choices.  And when he made his decision, he never looked back.  It never occurred to him 
that he might be wrong.  Sometimes I wish I was more like him.  He led men into battle.  He was a very suc-
cessful business leader, too.   He was assured and self-confident.  But he also had trouble adapting to this 
changing world which has challenged many long-established norms and mores.

If you are something like my dad, it can be extra difficult to hear “Has it ever occurred to you that you might 
be wrong?”   Interim Pastors like me come in and say that the model of being the church that you’ve known 
and loved for so long is no longer viable.  That we must “adapt or die”.  Well, that’s no fun to hear and it’s 
even more frustrating when there isn’t necessarily a blueprint for a newer and better model.  It feels, at times, 
like we’re walking through the woods at night only by candlelight or starlight.  It sounds romantic but it’s 
scary when you’re used to walking the downtown sidewalk in broad daylight.

I think I like it so much because I can identify with it in so 
many ways.  First off, Snoopy has always been one of my 
favorite comic strip characters.  Second, I’d like to think 
that I could just sit down one day and write a book on the-
ology.  And third- and most importantly- it occurs to me 
that I might be wrong most every, single day.

Perhaps you consider this a surprising confession from 
your intrepid Interim Pastor, but it’s true.  So much of 
what I do, especially interacting with the strange and won-
derful creatures that are human beings, is complex.   
There are histories and relationships and dynamics at play.  
Sometimes people have agendas and sometimes they don’t.  
Communication is a tricky, messy business.  I know that 
I am prone to missing important points, to hearing only 
what I want to hear, and projecting my own interpretation 
on to other peoples’ words and actions.  I know how imper-
fect I am at all this, so it does occur to me that I might be 
wrong.
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In 2020, the session and I will continue to work on those things which can make our congregation healthier 
to move forward in ministry as God leads us.  I suspect we’ll get some things right and some things wrong.  I 
suspect there will be some hard days mixed in with the good days.  Of course, that’s the nature of life.

What I’m asking you as we start this New Year together is to remember that when I start pushing on some 
of your buttons it’s not because that I just like to stir things up.  It’s because it is vital and essential for us to 
examine the histories, relationships, dynamics, and yes, agendas that influence who we are as a church and 
where we’re heading.  And I’m asking for some grace because both you and I know that sometimes I’ll get it 
wrong.

But here’s the thing:  has it ever occurred to you that you might be wrong?

Peace!

Kerry

PS:

Join us in the Faith Dialogues class on Sunday morn-
ings as we discuss some interesting and informative 
topics:

January 5 Video from Westminster 
Town Hall Forum:  “A New 
Kind of Christianity” by 
Brian McLaren

January 12 Continued discussion of “A  
   New Kind of Christianity”

January 19 Ask the Elders (an opportu 
   nity to talk with members of  
   Session)

January 26 Holy Cow! survey 

FAITH D
COFFEE, TEA, AND CHOCOLATE

First Presbyterians have purchased over $600 
worth of Fair Trade items since we set up shop 
in October.  Your purchases support small 
farmers and producers, the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program, and local mission projects.  Stop 
by the Fair Trade cart on Sunday mornings in 
Fellowship Hall to check new inventory.

FAIR TRADE
FAIR TRADE

FAIR TRADE
FAIR TRADE

FAIR TRADE

IALOGUES
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

Our second Free Laundry Day December 10, was 
another successful day. We had 27 visitors and spent 
$210 in quarters in the washing machines and dryers.  
Thanks again to our great volunteers – Rick Jef-
ferson, Kathy Manfredi, Pat Manfredi, Bill Martens, 
Brenda Myers, Rolanda Quick, Ann Warner, Phil 
Wittke, and Sharon Wittke – and to all in our congre-
gation who contributed money and laundry supplies.  
We also have received financial support from the 
Sparrow Coalition, Carbondale Rotary, St Francis 
Women’s Group, and members of the Carbondale In-
terfaith Council.  Our next laundry day is January 14, 
so keep bringing in those quarters, laundry detergent, 
bleach, and dryer sheets.

Pizza & Movie Night, Friday, January 17, 2020, will be an en-
joyable evening.  Pizza and all the “go-withs” will be ready to eat at 
6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The movie usually begins about 6:45 in 
the Youth Room.  The movie to be shown has not yet been chosen.  
A notice will be sent out about a week ahead (January 10).  Please 
let Kitty Trescott know that you plan to be there, so that we have 
enough pizza on hand.  Contact her via phone: 203-1807 or email 
trescott@midwest.net.  Bring friends.

CARBONDALE

SOUPER BOWL OF CARBON
D

ALE  ON
 FEBR

U
ARY 2

It’s almost time for our an-
nual Souper Bowl of Caring. 
On Sunday February 2, we 
will collect money for Good 
Samaritan Ministries and 
prepare soup to take home.  
In 2019, nearly $10 million 
was collected nationally for 
Souper Bowl of Caring, and 
100% of the funds stay in 
local communities to sup-
port hunger programs.
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The Student Spirit Sack project was 
generously supported by donations 
from our Church Members.
We mailed seven boxes “Exam Week 
Treats” to students from, literally, coast to 
coast.

Eight treat sacks were shared with Carlyn’s 
wonderfully gifted music students.

That outreach was special since many of 
them attended our Church services and 
joined the choir presentations.

As we head into a new decade, Jonathon 
and I hope to continue to support many 
young people with Student Spirit Sacks.

CHRISTMAS REVISITED

Many thanks to everyone who 
contributed to our beautiful 
and bountiful socks and mit-
tens tree (see attached photo). 
The items have been delivered 
to the local schools and were 
well received. As one school 
staff person commented, it is 
the “perfect time” for these 
items and they are much ap-
preciated.

Potos by Bob Luebbers
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Neal Foland celebrated his 90th birthday with an open 
house Saturday, December 14, followed by a birthday cake 
in Fellowship Hall the following day.  Neal expressed his 
gratitude: “I am very thankful for the 151 family and friends 
who came by Saturday to help me celebrate my 90th birth-
day and to Dorothy for my birthday cake and celebration at 
Church on Sunday.”

Always the mathematician, Neal paused to have his photo 
taken with Imogene Beckemeyer and said:  Title the caption 
‘180 years’.  Go figure.

Meanwhile, Carolyn Hooker also celebrated her birthday in 
December and paused to have her photo taken with John.

Twenty four persons at-
tended Brunch at Sunny 
Street just about filling 
up their back room.  Neal 
Foland gave the blessing 
and a short discussion 
was held about con-

tinuing to have lunch meetings until March.  Since 
we don’t have a meeting in January this would only 
effect the February meeting. It was decided to make 
this change so our February meeting will be a lunch 
meeting.  We wish you a Happy New Year.  

,

The Dinner Group became the Lunch Group for the 
December meeting.  The attendance was surprising, 

Photos by Bob Luebbers

Photo by Bob Luebbers
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    The Yarning to Make a Difference group will meet 
Sunday, January 5, after the education hour.  This 
small group is open to anyone who enjoys knitting or 
crocheting, or who wants to learn to knit or crochet.  
Members make prayer shawls and baby blankets for 
church members and newly enrolled infants in the 
Presbyterian Church Daycare, as well as personal 
items. Bring your lunch and a project!  Contact Jane 
Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com) for more information.

JANUARY 5

From the Desk of Rolanda Quick, 

Stewardship Elder

Dear Presby Peeps,

Several years ago I had an idea, which recently came 
to fruition.  All it took was a best friend, a baby 
brother, $20 in hardware and the determination to 
follow my instincts.  

About six or seven years ago, Lisa and I joined the 
rotation of those who change the Sanctuary Para-
ments, including the long panels hanging behind 
the cross.  This task consisted of wrangling a 20-foot 
ladder from a small storage space to the front of the 
Sanctuary, climbing to the top and then wrangling 
downward a tension rod, before switching the fabric 
panels out.  Then, of course, all of these steps had to 
be repeated in reverse.  

From the get-go, I was uncomfortable with this 
process.  I feared a strained back, a pulled muscle—
or worse—if someone happened to fall from the 
ladder.  During my 40-year work career, safety was 
always a top priority…and that mindset has stuck 
with me ever since.  Therefore, I’m happy to report 
that we now have a simple pulley system (designed 
by Deb Burris, installed with help from my brother 
Michael) by which the Paraments can be changed 
more easily—and most of all, more safely.

A new year is upon us—a new year filled with pos-
sibilities.  What if, in this new year, we followed 
through with ideas and projects we may have tabled 
for awhile?  What if we asked family and friends for 
help?  What if we had some fun taking on new proj-
ects?  What if we followed our instincts and didn’t 
give up on something we believe in?  

I wish all my Presby Peeps a year filled with possi-
bilities.  Stay safe, --Ro Quick

Photos by Lisa Hollabaugh

Ro, Mike, and Debbie
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Jim Calloway was the guest speaker at the November Men’s 
Group.  He reported on his well water projects in Africa as a vol-
unteer for the fourth year with the Marion Medical Mission.  

In the past 30 years, MMM has constructed 30,000 wells in Ma-
lawi, Tanzania, and Zambia, and 80% are still functioning today.  
In these countries, 50% of hospitalized patients suffer from water 
borne illness.  “We  travel to Africa in September and October 
because that is the dry season and the best time to dig wells” says 
Calloway. Virtually all of the materials for the wells are produced 
in country.  MMM provides cement and other materials that the 
home country can not afford.

In a 3 week period, 125 wells were com-
pleted.  Yet 1300 wells are unfunded.  It 
costs $450 to build a well.  

Using slides to show the villagers in 
native costume, Calloway described 
the presence of God’s hand in raising 
the health standards in these poverty 
stricken areas.  Prayers were always 
offered at the completion of each well.  
“We even installed a well at a prison 
forgotten and off the beaten path.  Cal-
loway concluded, “We are not installing 
cable TV, we are building communities, 
one well at a time with the Lord’s help.”

Men’s Group President, Rob Jensen, 
announced that there would be no 
meeting in December because he and 
Melissa are celebrating their 34th wed-
ding anniversary by going to Australia 
and New Zealand.  Bill Martens also 
announced that he and Jane were cel-
ebrating their 31st  anniversary.  Men’s 
Group will resume in January.

 Jim Calloway holds a poster depicting “before” and “after” photos 
of well water construction.

MEN’S
GROUP

Photo by Bob Luebbers

Criminal Justice Sunday is Jan. 19, 
2020. Mission Ministry will have a card 
writing table set up in Fellowship Hall 
where members of the congregation 
can write words of comfort and hope to 
survivors of gun violence and to family 
members of victims. 

CARBONDALE WARMING CENTER

The Warming Center opened this year on Decem-
ber 1 at 608 E. College.  The Center is open daily 
from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. and is in need of volunteers 
and supplies.  Volunteers are needed to help staff 
the center.  Volunteers never work alone, and short 
shifts are available.  Needed supplies include laundry 
detergent, bleach, decaf coffee, and hot chocolate, 
and warm socks, sweatshirts and sweatpants.  Sup-
plies may be brought to the Warming Center during 
its working hours or left at Fire Stations #1 and #2 
during daytime hours.  For more information, email 
carbondalewarmingcenter@gmail, visit the Warming 
Center website at https://carbondalewarmingcenter.
weebly.com, call (314) 312-2539, or message the 
Center on Facebook.   
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FATASTIC FLOAT

The daycare wishes everyone a blessed and happy New Year ahead for 2020. We 
are excited to begin a new year of new learning adventures and exciting activi-
ties. 

Last month, the children had their holiday program and did a great job sing-
ing their songs. There were hits like...’Jingle Jingle Little Bell’...’I’m a Dancing 
Christmas Tree’... ‘The Reindeer Pokey’...’Santa, Where Are You?’...and ‘Santa 
Shark’. The children enjoyed doing fun movements and using various cool 
props. We all had a lot of fun celebrating and spending time with one another. 
The children also had a very special visitor...Mr. Santa Claus...all the way from 
the North Pole. The children enjoyed sitting with him as he passed out gifts for 
all the little boys and girls. A wonderful time was had by all.

We appreciate the kindnesses that have been given this holiday season. We would 
like to thank Carolyn Hollabaugh for a donation of art supplies and materials, 
and Ms. Ro for bringing them and sharing with the children. We would like to 
thank Ms. Linda for her donation of plastic silverware to be used for the center. 
We would like to thank Ms. Phyllis for helping with some of the postage costs for 
our Christmas cards. We would like to thank Ms. Rosey for the stickers for the 
kiddos. We would also like to give a big thank you to the King family for donat-
ing a small rocking chair, supplies, and making it possible to purchase a vacu-
um and microwave. Thank you so much! It is tremendously appreciated and we 
send you all hugs, kisses, prayers, and well wishes.

God bless us all and be with us this upcoming year. 
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

...explore the tenants of our faith
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In 1839 an Italian chemist “invented 
electroplating of silver”. In around 1929 
our church has communion plates that 
were made by Oneida and were electro-
plated. 


