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First Presbyterian at Worship 
Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 

 
 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all 
backgrounds, abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the 
grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed 

and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s 
service in the world. (Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church USA of Carbondale 
Order of Worship for Sunday 5/2/21: 

 
Prayer in Preparation 
Wondrous Vinegrower, you make all things new  
in water and Word,  
feeding your people with love, joy, and peace.  
Lead us today and every day to the font of new beginnings.  
Teach us to love what you have commanded  
and to prune what does not nourish your creation,  
in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Where I Saw God This Week… 
 
Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
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Prelude:  I Surrender All (arr. Greg Howlett)  

-Saem Lee, pianist 
 

Gathering for Worship  
Leader:In the wilderness, water brings life. 
In the Word of God, the good news gives light.  
In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior  
nourishes everyone. 
Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 
Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness.  
All: Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn: #286  Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                vv. 1-4 
    

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 

Call to Confession 
Leader: Trusting in the mercy of God, 
let us confess to God and to one another  
our failure to love our neighbor.  
 
Prayer of Confession 
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Leader: Let us pray… 
All: God of mercy,  
we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit.  
We have not loved others as you have loved us. 
We have denied the promises of baptism 
and cut ourselves off from you. 
Forgive us, restore us, 
that we may abide in your love 
and live out your mercy, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
Leader: You have already been cleansed by the word that  
God has spoken to you.   
In baptism God claimed you 
and joined you to Christ, as branches to a vine. 
Believe the promise given to you: 
in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
Response:  #282    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    Amen. (2x) 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Older is Awesomer   
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit,  
that through your word we may be guided  
into the love of God for all the world. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Lesson                       Psalm 22:25-31 
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Leader: 25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will 
pay before those who fear him. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the 
families of the nations shall worship before him. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 
29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall 
bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 
30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done 
it. 
 
Ministry of Music                            Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 
New Testament Lesson:                                             I John 4:7-21 

Minister: 7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 
in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and 
he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 
loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are 
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Minister: The word of the Lord. 
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All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: “Out! Out, Darned Fear!” 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  PCUSA Confession of 1967  Section 9.31 
 
To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world  
as God’s reconciling community.  
This community, the church universal,  
is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation  
and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities  
which separate people from God and from each other.  
Christ has called the church to this mission  
and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
The church maintains continuity  
with the apostles and with Israel  
by faithful obedience to his call. 
 
Hymn: #624 I Greet Thee, Who My Redeemer Art                vv. 1-2 

1 I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, 
my only trust and Savior of my heart, 
who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; 
I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 

2 Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, 
reigning omnipotent in every place: 
so come, O King, and our whole being sway; 
shine on us with the light of thy pure day. 

Minute for Stewardship: PCUSA Legacy Giving Sunday     Rob Jensen  

Invitation to the Offering: 
Leader: Offering what we have for the sake of others 
is a discipline of pruning—letting go of our possessions,  
our time, and even ourselves— 
to extend the gospel witness into the world. 
Be generous in your ministry of giving.  
You need not fear; you abide in the vine.  
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Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending 
checks in the mail.                    

 
*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: Lord God, we offer to you only a portion  
of what you have given us.  
All that we have is from your creative hand.  
All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love.  
All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  
Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy;  
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
Silent Prayer 
 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
Hymn: #624 I Greet Thee, Who My Redeemer Art                       vv. 3-5 

3 Thou art the life, by which alone we live, 
and all our substance and our strength receive; 

http://www.firstprescdale.org/
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sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, 
and give us strength in every trying hour. 

4 Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness; 
no harshness hast thou and no bitterness. 
O grant to us the grace we find in thee, 
that we may dwell in perfect unity. 

5 Our hope is in no other save in thee; 
our faith is built upon thy promise free; 
Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, 
that in thy strength we evermore endure. 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Go out with joy that you have been fed and healed, 
securely abiding as branches of the true vine. 
Go and tell the story of faith 
that is given to you by the One who never lets you go.  
Seek out those who abound with sacred questions,  
and be ready to answer a mystery with love.  
As Jesus entered into human life,  
his life is still alive in you. 
The blessing of Almighty God be upon you 
today and always. 

 

Postlude:  To God Be the Glory (arr. Mark Hayes) 

Moment of Reflection:  
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Household Prayer: Morning 

God of all beginnings, you bring a new day,  
and you promise to journey with me through the hours.  
I thank you for the breath and strength I have,  
and I beg your help that I may use my powers wisely  
and with compassion toward everyone I meet. 
Let my questions today be a form of pruning  
to bring forth in me new understandings,  
healing, and good fruit; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
 

Sweet Jesus, in this night of rest,  
heal my broken places and restore my faith.  
You are my vine; only in you am I strong enough  
to face the darkness of this world.  
I thank you for the safety of my home  
and pray for those who have no bed tonight.  
Make me grateful,  
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
one God, Mother of us all. Amen. 
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Worship Assistant:  Rob Jensen             Next Week: Rob Jensen  
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 2021 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study at 3:30pm  

 
SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021 

Sunday worship via Zoom at 9:30am.  Sign in early for fellowship. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
If you would like a call or a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—
please let Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 

 
Announcements 

 
 
Sunday 6/27 is the Pride Drive-By Caravan commemorating the Stonewall 
riots. 
 
Faith Dialogues: This week we begin a 4-part series called Presby 101.  It’s 
for potential new members and those wanting to brush up their general presby-
teriosity.  
 
Yarning to Make A Difference:  Today at 1pm via Zoom. 
 
Snider Hill Workday: Saturday 5/22 at 9:00am 
 
Our Pentecost worship on Sunday 5/23 will be in-person outdoors on the 
Greenspace and available via Zoom!  Communion will be shared. 
Southern IL Pride Fest weekend, celebrating the LGBTQIA+ community, is 
scheduled for 9/24-26.  Mark your calendars! 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic patients and the ongoing vaccination efforts 
 Social unrest and political polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of natural disasters 
 Those who are homeless, hungry, and in harm’s way 

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 10:00am-2:00pm 
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 For the victims of mass shootings and hate crimes 
 For those in shelters on the southern border 

 
Ongoing Concerns: 

 
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in 
the Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to 
please pray for: First United Methodist Church 
 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month is: Personnel 
Committee 
 
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National, State, Regional, and Community Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff at school 
 Our nation in midst of continuing violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women  
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             LEADERSHIP 
  

 

 
Covenant Pastor 

Kerry Bean 
(618)-549-2148 ext 101 

pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org  

 
Music Director 

Carlyn Zimmermann 
(618) 549-2148 ext 106 
carlyn@firstprescdale.org  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Stewart 
(618) 549-2148 ext 100 
office@firstprescdale.org   

 

SESSION 
asksession@firstprescdale.org  

 

Faith Development 
faith@firstprescdale.org 

John Baker (2024) 
Reona Daly (2022)  

Fellowship 
fellowship@firstprescdale.org 

Jonathan Brooks (2023) 
David Peters (2022) 

Membership 
membership@firstprescdale.org 

Sarah Merideth (2023) 
Lisa Hollabaugh (2022) 

Mission 
mission@firstprescdale.org 

Rick Jefferson (2022) 
Lily Vucinic (2022)  

Nominating 
nominating@firstprescdale.org 

 
 
  

Personnel 
personnel@firstprescdale.org 

Rob Jensen (2023) 
Jay Brooks (2023)  

Small Groups 
smallgroups@firstprescdale.org 

Bill Schwegman (2024) 
Neal Foland (2022)  

Stewardship 
stewardship@firstprescdale.org 

Rolanda Quick (2024)  

Worship 
worship@firstprescdale.org 

Sharon Wittke (2023) 
Kathy Manfredi (2024)  

Clerk 
clerk@firstprescdale.org 

David King  

 
Webmaster 

webmaster@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson  

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
askdeacons@firstprescdale.org  

 

Class of 2022 
Jill Hertzing 

Carolyn Hooker  
Dori Jefferson  

Class of 2023 
Diane Cash 
Marta Davis 
Pam Holt 

  

Class of 2024 
Phyllis Beck 

Brenda Myers 
Brenda Gilbert 

 
 
You are encouraged to speak with individual elders or deacons, or 
email Session, Session ministries or the Board of Deacons with 
announcements, suggestions, questions, or concerns. If, after a 
reasonable length of time, you do not receive a reply, please re-send 
your email to asksession@firstprescdale.org. 

 

mailto:asksession@firstprescdale.org

