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  Editor: Linda Brandon

The  Carbondale 
   Presbyterian

 Church Office Hours
Monday through Thurs-
day 9:00-11:30 a.m. and 
12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Phone Extensions:  
Rev. Kerry Bean 101
Barb 100
Carlyn: 106
SI Diaper Bank 110
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Sept. 8
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Sept. 22

Presbyterian Women - Sept. 17

Pizza & Movie Night 
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Dinner Group - Sept. 19

CIM - Oct 5

Murder By Malbec - Oct. 6
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 More Mirthful Musical Murder Mystery Musings
Practices and preparations are advancing apace for next month’s Murder By Malbec: Intrepid Inspector 
Isabelle and The Tragic Tasting Room Travesties  The cast is set, rehearsals are underway, I’m sketching 
out plans for the set and Mission Ministry is lending a ton of logistical support.  The show opens (and closes) 
Sunday, October 6, at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The doors will open at 6:30 p.m.  There will be refreshments 
served and desserts will be offered during intermission.

The story is a simple one.  It is a dark and stormy night (of course) at DeeVine Winery.  There are rumors that 
someone is doing something shady with the grapes, perhaps even trying to create a formula for immortality. 
This has roused the interests of many diverse persons, agencies, and even governments. A foul fiend is trying 
to steal the secret formula and is willing to do anything to succeed.

The play opens in the Tasting Room of the winery, and we meet Spike D. Penn, acerbic wine critic for the local 
paper.  Also in the cast of characters are DeeVine owners Beau Jolais and Rose A. Blush, the manager Kitten 
Caboodles, Sam the Maintenance Guru, house musician Julie Ard, acclaimed botanist Elaina Eiswein, the 
winemaker Duchamp Stomp, plus Interpol’s finest Inspector Isabelle and medical examiner Dr. Bob.    Inspec-
tor Isabelle will try her darndest to thwart the evildoings of the evildoer but, hey, nobody’s perfect.  It’s up to 
Isabelle- and the audience- to figure out who the crass criminal is.  (In fact, a grand prize will be given to the 
audience member who is first to correctly guess the villain’s true identity.)  Tortured twists and gaping plot 
holes should be expected. 

Original musical numbers such as “It’s A Mystery” and “Jumbo Confection” are performed by the Chorus 
McBorus with able silliness.  The Narrator will do her best to keep the show on the tracks.  Cameos by Pam 
and her Puppets and the Amazing Sign Holder add spice and verve to the mix.

The cast includes Carol King, Melissa Jensen, Rob Jensen, Beth Forsberg, Lisa Hollabaugh, Dori Jefferson, 
Kitty Trescott, Al Bennett, Carolyn Hooker, John Hooker, Ann Warner, Kathy Manfredi, and Cindy Buys.  I’m 
the writer and director.

Folks in the crew include: Rosey Gibbs, Phyllis Beck, Deb Burris, Mary Mantovani, Fances Gilman, Carol 
Good, Pat Manfredi, and Jane Swanson.  They will be helping with building the sets, organizing props and 
costumes, and running the show.  If you’d like to help, let me know.

Besides providing fun and folderol, this event is a fundraiser with all the profits going to support the local 
Good Samaritan Food Bank and the PCUSA’s Presbyterian Hunger Program.  We’ll be taking donations at the 
door and at intermission, plus we’ll be auctioning off some of those delicious desserts.  

If you’re wondering if we’ll be offering wine (it is called Murder by Malbec, after all) during the production, 
the answer is yes and no.  The church will not be actually serving alcohol, but the audience is welcome to bring 
a bottle or two of wine for their own consumption.  I encourage it.  It can only make the play seem that much 
better.

So, if you haven’t marked your calendar yet, make a date with Inspector Isabelle and a cast of questionable 
characters for Sunday, October 6, at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Hilarity will ensue!

Kerry
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First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale will host a 
New Member Discovery Class Sunday, September 22, 
2019, from 1-3 p.m.  Using a new member workbook 
developed by the Presbyterian Church (USA), we will 
explore what it means to be Presbyterian, as well as 
what active membership in our congregation involves.  

You’re invited to run home after church for a quick 
lunch and to change into “comfy clothes” if you’d like, 
before joining us in the Conference Room.  All are wel-
come to attend this low key, informational discussion.  
Please alert Membership Elders Lisa Hollabaugh or 
Sarah Merideth, or Pastor Kerry Bean, if you plan to 
attend.  

Jim Calloway will be traveling to Ma-
lawi with the second team (October 
6 – 27).  MMM has created a set of 

devotions for the volunteers and staff to use, as well as 
those of us at home.  These devotions were written by 
the African staff and U.S. volunteers, and include one 
devotion for each day of the 2019 Well Season (Sep-
tember 15 through October 27). Get a copy so you can 
participate in the daily devotions! Email devotions@
mmmwater.org to receive a daily devotion via email, or 
download a Kindle version of the entire set at Amazon.
com (search for “MMM Daily Devotions 2019”).

Check out new features on the church website (wwww.firstprescdale.org):

·	 Like the daily prayers listed in the worship bulletin?  They’re now available on the home page.

·	 Can’t remember when your ministry team meets?  Check the church calendar under the “Church Life” 
menu.

·	 Recycled your bulletin on Sunday but need information from it?  Find the current bulletin plus previ-
ous bulletins under the “News & Events” menu.

·	 Want to re-read Pastor Kerry’s articles (or anything else) from previous newsletters?  Find them under 
the “News & Events” menu.

·	 Trying to find the daily or Sunday lectionary readings?  Check the PC-USA feed in the “Faith & Wor-
ship Resources” under the “Church Life” menu.

The organizational meeting for the 2019-2020 year 
of Fair Ladies of Faith will be Thursday, August 
29, at 6 p.m. at Phyllis Beck’s. We hope to have a 
daytime group and an evening group.  Those attend-
ing are asked to bring a salad topping for lettuce.  
Bread, dressing, beverages, and a dessert will be 
provided.

The group meets monthly to discuss a topic or book 
chapter followed by dessert and prayers.

If you have questions please call Phyllis at 549-
9819.

MARION MEDICAL MISSION 
DAILY DEVOTIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE

The Yarning to Make a Difference group will con-
vene Sunday, October 6, after the education hour.  
This small group is open to anyone who enjoys 
knitting or crocheting, or who wants to learn to knit 
or crochet.  Members make prayer shawls and baby 
blankets for church members and newly enrolled 
infants in the Presbyterian Church Daycare, as well 
as personal items. Bring your lunch and a project!  
Contact Jane Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com) for more 
information.

Fair Ladies of Faith
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

Sunday Morning Bible 
Study will continue to meet 
in the Parlor after worship.  
Grab your drink and snack 
and join the group in the 
parlor, usually about 11:00.  
We meet until noon.  Bible 
study is usually focused on 
the scriptures that were 
presented during worship.  
Reflections, opinions, recol-
lections, and spin-offs are 
welcome.  

 

The Faith Development ministry team has planned some interesting and informative programs for the Faith 
Dialogues class on Sunday mornings.  Here’s what is on the schedule for September:

Sept 15 Ask the Elders (an opportunity to talk with members of Session)

Sept 22 Introduction to Holy Cow!  This is a survey that we will use to assess the opinions of members 
in preparation for calling a permanent pastor 

Sept 29 Holy Cow! continued; we’ll use this time to complete the survey 

In October, we will spend four Sundays focused on the problem of gun violence, by viewing and discussing 
Trigger:  The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence, a video produced by PC-USA.  November brings several sessions 
by Pastor Kerry about spiritual disciplines in everyday life, and a presentation by John Baker about humor and 
religion.  Look for more information about all of these topics in upcoming newsletters.

What does “Faith Development” mean to you?  Is First 
Presbyterian meeting your needs by nurturing and 
facilitating your faith journey?  Books, classes, movies, 
devotional resources?  How can we help?  We want to 
know what you think!

Presbyterian Women
First Presbyterian’s chapter of PW will 
have its first meeting of the new education 
year Tuesday, September 17.  We will start 
at noon with a potluck lunch, then have 
our study and meeting time. Subsequent 
meetings - third Tuesdays - begin at 1 p.m. 
with dessert, followed by study and meet-
ing.  All women of the church are invited.  
Contact Diane Cash, Moderator, if you 
have questions.

Presbyterian Women Purpose

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, we commit ourselves

 • to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,

 • to support the mission of the church worldwide,

 • to work for justice and peace,

 • and to build an inclusive, caring community of women 
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom.

TOPICS IN SEPTEMBER AND BEYOND

Join us on Kick-off Sunday (September 8) for a discussion of what you’d like to see offered in Faith Develop-
ment.  We will have an informal discussion over coffee in Fellowship Hall.

FAITH 

DIALOGUE
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The much anticipated theater production, Murder by Malbec, will be a fundraising event to 
fight hunger. Half the proceeds will go to the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the other 
half will support our local food pantry through Good Samaritan Ministries. There is no set 
ticket price; instead, donations will be requested. There also will be a dessert auction.  If you 
are willing to donate a dessert for the auction, please contact Cindy Buys at cindygbuys@
yahoo.com. 

 

For those interested, the Keep Carbondale 
Beautiful Tree Sale and Green Earth’s Native 
Plant Sale are also October 5, at Murdale.

Saturday, October 12 - Along with Stew-
ardship Ministry, we will hold our fall 
church cleanup.  We will have indoor and 
outdoor tasks from 9:00 to noon.  Come for 
fellowship and work!

Pizza & Movie Night will be September 20, 
2019.  Pizza will be hot, ready to eat at 6:00 p.m. 
along with a salad, fruit, cookies, and something to 
drink. Join us in Fellowship Hall.  The movie will be 
shown on a big TV in the Youth Room after our meal. 
Please let Kitty Trescott know you plan to be there, by 
sending an email to Trescott@midwest.net or calling 
her at 203-1807.  “Amazing Grace” is a 2018 concert film directed 

by Sydney Pollack and later realized by producer 
Alan Elliott. The film features Aretha Franklin 
recording her 1972 live album of the same name.

Yoga for a Cause
More than 30 church members and friends joined in Yoga for a Cause to raise funds to as-
sist immigrants in the legal system Monday evening, August 19, in Fellowship Hall. It was 
a relaxing and enjoyable hour of breathing and stretching towards the end of a busy day. 
Many thanks to Lindsey, the instructor who donated her services for this event. We raised 
over $700 for a good cause while improving our health at the same time.

Murder by Malbec

Laundry Help for the Homeless
Mission continues to explore the possibility of a new program to assist homeless persons in 
our community to have access to laundry facilities at a local laundromat. Mission anticipates 
needing volunteers between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on a weekday to hand out quarters, help 
explain the operation of the machines, and provide other general assistance. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering, please contact  Mission Elders, Lily Vucinic or Rick Jefferson, for more 
information

M
I
S
S
I
o
N

Christians in Motion of Small Groups Ministry 
will sponsor two upcoming events.  Mark your calendars and 
watch for next month’s newsletter and bulletin announce-
ments.

Saturday, October 5 - We’ll feature walks in two or three of 
the Green Earth trails in Carbondale. Close by and beautiful, 
these walks are short and walkable for all abilities.  Chautau-
qua Bottoms, Brush Hill and Oakland Prairie are currently 
on the agenda.  We will meet at church at 10 a.m. and decide 
about car pools as necessary.  
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Our Spirit of Christmas 
looked like this.

We all benefit from reminders as we learn to “pair a name with a 
face.”  Newcomers who are unfamiliar with us are in our midst many 
Sundays.  We also have a new pastor who is trying to learn all of 
our names!  Let’s make their tasks easier by regularly wearing our 
nametags.  

“We’ve known each other forever!”  

Some in our congregation are silently experiencing the effects of 
dementia—impairing their ability to recognize names and/or faces 
previously familiar to them.  We preserve dignity by providing a vi-
sual reminder, affording others the opportunity to greet us by name 
if they wish.

“I left my nametag ____________.”

Hey, we’ve all been there.  In this case, please fill out and slap on a 
temporary nametag (which will help those visitors and newcomers 
feel less out of place)! 

To our regular nametag-wearers—thank you!  Everyone is encouraged to 
wear their nametags each and every Sunday, and to encourage everyone 
else to do the same.  If you need a nametag, or want to suggest a name(s) 
for which Barb Stewart can make a permanent nametag, please contact the 
church office at office@firstprescdale.org

Membership

This fall, we can expect to greet many 
visitors in the Sanctuary and in Fellow-
ship Hall.  However, many of us don’t 
make a habit of wearing our nam-
etags consistently in church.  We may 
think….

“We’ve already met” or “We already 
know each other!” 

July 25, 2019, Fellowship Hall was the site of Oasis Carbondale’s LGBTQ+ Celebrating Christian Worship 
Night.  Co-produced by Elizabeth Schultz and Mike Arthur, this evening of lively praise music featured a full 

Marshall Anderson, Soncie Turner (not 
pictured, on drums), Mike Arthur, Jacob 
Williams, Elizabeth Schultz, Lisa Holla-
baugh & Monty Smith perform  July 25.

Photo by Danielle Schultz

The Dinner 
Group held its monthly 
Dinner at Bennie’s in Marion 
with 32 diners present. We were 
a little “jammed together” and 
things were a little confused 
despite two personal meetings 
with them in Marion about the 
arrangements. Anyway I think 
most everyone had a good time 
and plenty. Reverend Deborah 
Troester gave the blessing and 
we took up our usual donations 
for the food bank for those less 
fortunate than ourselves. Judy & 
Bill Schwegman were our hosts.

Next months hosts will be the 
Hookers September 19, at a 
location yet to be decided 

The October dinner is tentative-
ly set for Friday, Octotober 18, 
at the Peach Barn (Hedman’s 
Winery) in Alto Pass with a host 
yet to be found. Mrs. Hedman 
does the cooking and she only 
cooks on Friday and Saturday so 
we are trading nights with the 
Movie Group. If you like wiener-
scnitzel this is the place to get it.

The Sound of Music…in Fellowship Hall

band, communion, projected song lyrics for participants to sing along, 
and refreshments.  Lyrics were modified to be intentionally inclusive 
with respect to transgender and nonbinary identities.  

More than fifty people attended—most not from our congregation.  
Comments and feedback indicated that this was a very meaningful 
experience for the audience and performers.  A number of attendees 
asked when we would again host a similar event!  Special thanks to 
Elizabeth and Mike, the praise band musicians, Black Acre Produc-
tions, the audio/visual team, and especially Oasis Carbondale for 
bringing this exciting event to First Pres.

Next month, Thursday, October 3, 2019, at 7 p.m., Music Director Carlyn Zimmermann will present “Come 
to the Music,” featuring vocalists from the community and Murphysboro High School.  (If you’re interested 
in joining weekly practice rehearsals at John A. Logan College, please check with Carlyn, or look for the 
informational flyer in the Narthex.)  Don’t miss this chance to again hear the wonderful “sound of music” 
filling Fellowship Hall.
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Bill & Judy Schwegman celebrated 65 years of marriage 
August 19, and served coffee & cake during fellowship  
Sunday, August 18.  They think they may be the couple  
married the longest  in the Church. Judy grew up in this 
church and has been a Member of First Presbyterian since 
1949.

Anniversary
Celebration 

65th

During worship, Pastor Kerry commissioned and 
presented prayer shawls to Joseph Prest and Elizabeth 
Schultz.  Joseph is entering basic training in the Army, 
while Elizabeth is returning to the University of Rich-
mond for her Junior year of pre-med Biology.  These 
young people will always have a special place in our 
hearts!

Elder John Baker, Pastor Kerry and Elder 
Lisa Hollabaugh pray with Joseph Prest and 
Elizabeth Schultz at their August 18, 2019, 
commissioning.  

WHY DO YOU LOVE 
THIS CHURCH?  

“I love this church because…”

A new feature on our website 
includes members’ answers to 
this question (see www.first-
prescdale.org/what-we-believe).  
Why do YOU love this church?  
Please send your answer to web-
master@firstprescdale.org.

Photo by Rolanda Quick

Lisa’s tee shirt picture
“Love abundantly” is a motto of More Light Presbyterians 
(MLP), of which our church is a member congregation.  
MLP works for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA+) people 
in the life, ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and in society. 

Some have noticed the dark heather  “Love Abundantly” t-shirt, 
adorned with the familiar MLP logo and a dove, and have inquired 
how they may purchase a shirt.  If enough folks are interested, a 
group order may be placed from the MLP.org website.  If you’re 
interested in purchasing a shirt (at an anticipated expense of about 
$25-$30 per shirt), please reach out to Lisa Hollabaugh.

Photo by Deborah Troester
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Hello Everyone,

The Presbyterian Preschool staff has enjoyed the start of a wonderful new school year.  We are so 
happy to have full classes and many new families joining us.  We are excited to have two new additions 
to our teaching team this year. Ms. Jennifer will be teaching in the Polliwog and Tadpole classes and Ms. 
Jessica is ourTeacher’s Aide, which is a new position we are very thrilled to include at our preschool.

Ms. Jennifer is a native of Carbondale (who actually went to Presbyterian Preschool). She is a two-time 
graduate from Southern Illinois University Carbondale having received a Bachelor’s degree in Social 
Work and a Master’s degree in Educational Psychology. She has two children, one who attends Presbyte-
rian Preschool. Previously she has worked as a school counselor for varying grade levels including coun-
seling Pre-Kindergarten children. 

Ms. Jessica was born in England and raised in New Zealand. All three of her children went through Pres-
byterian Preschool and she is very happy to be working here.  She has taught the Frog class each year 
about New Zealand and how to do the Haka. Before having children she was in a professional touring vo-
cal quartet for seven years. She has a Bachelors in English and graduate course work in creative writing.  
She loves running, gardening, singing and songwriting.

Another bit of exciting news is that Ms. Kimberly and her family are expecting a new addition to their 
family. Her son, Jace, who is a former Presbyterian Preschooler, cannot wait to be a big brother in 
January.  With that said, the preschool will be in need of a substitute teacher to cover Ms. Kimberly’s 
maternity leave for the spring semester.  If you are interested or know of anyone fabulous to help us 
please let us know.

D
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Continued on page 10

The kiddos have been having fun playing in the water on these hot summer 
days. They have also been working hard in the garden and giving the plants 
lots of water and love.

This month will be a fun back to school month and get-
ting to know each other. We look forward to learning 
about one another and making new friends. We will 
continue to take care of the vegetables and flowers in 
our school garden. We have been excited about the red 
tomatoes and the super tall sunflowers. It has been an 
important and amazing learning experience for the 
children. Thank you to Ms. Ro for helping prop the 
super big plants up and providing the stakes. We really 
appreciate it.  
We hope everyone stays 
cool in the upcoming 
month and that everyone 
has a nice Labor Day. 
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FATASTIC FLOAT

Volunteers Needed
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

The Missionary’s two childresn attend a duel-
language school.

We will be spending the next few weeks getting to know each other and adjusting to new routines 
in each of our classes.  We look forward to our annual Ice Cream Social at Turley Park Thursday, 
September 12, at 6 p.m.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our families to get to know each other 
better and spend time with our teachers outside of preschool while enjoying a variety of yummy ice 
cream flavors and sweet toppings.  

If you would like to see our classrooms and meet our teachers please feel free to come by.  We would 
also like to invite any of the church congregation or parents of our preschool to volunteer in our 
classes in whatever capacity they would like, even just to read to our students.  If you have a special 
skill, talent or interest (for example: art, crafts, science, music, or storytelling, etc.) that you would 
like to share with our little ones we would love to have you visit. Please contact Kimberly by phone or 
email, 529-1264, or director@presbyterianpreschool.net. 

Sincerely,

Kimberly

Preschool cont.
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In September of 1869, much like out present 
sanctuary, the first church building on Mon-
roe needed some “ interior adjustments”. 
Repairs totaled about $400.00.The woodwork 
was “oakgrained” and  varnished, the bell 
was rehung “to ring right’. Book racks were 
put on the backs of pews and rolling blinds 
were added at all windows.


