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  Editor: Linda Brandon

The  Carbondale 
   Presbyterian

 Church Office Hours
Monday through Thurs-
day 9:00-11:30 a.m. and 
12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Phone Extensions:  
Rev. Kerry Bean 101
Barb 100
Carlyn: 106
SI Diaper Bank 110
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Dinner Group
Third Thursday
of each month

Pizza and a Movie
Third Friday of 
each month Christians in 

Motion

Snider Hill Cemetery

Oasis Carbondale
each Thursday of  
the month

Fair Ladies of Faith

Presbyterian Men
Fourth Tuesday of 
each month

Presbyterian Women
Third Tuesday of each 
month

Starting July 18
Tai Chi each Thursday
of the month Proposed: Yarning to 

Make a Difference

Snider Cemetery Work Day
June 29

School Supplies Due
July 28

Dinner Group - July 18

Pizza and a Movie 
July 19

Tai Chi - July 18

Murder by Malbec - Oct. 6
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A Handy Checklist of Things You Might Like to Know

I am starting my second month of service as your Interim Pastor and I am still work-
ing at gathering all the puzzle pieces together into a whole picture.  So, in that spirit, 
here are some disparate pieces of info and insight that you may (or may not) find 
interesting:

1. The Mission Ministry has set the date for the upcoming murder mystery musi-
cal melodrama: Sunday, October 6 at 7:00pm.  There are lot more details in 
the other article I’m writing for the newsletter this month.  It is going to be 
awesome.  Trust me on this…

2. The Air Conditioning replacement project for the sanctuary is about to begin!  
As of this writing, I can’t give you an exact time of completion.  But it is nice to 
think about being back in our beautiful sanctuary sooner rather than later.

3. This fall the congregation will be involved in a discernment exercise called 
“Holy Cow!”  It is a survey which will help give us a clearer picture of where we 
are in terms of energy, calls to mission, areas of concern, etc.  You’ll be get-
ting tons of info about this over the next couple of months.  Believe me, this 
process will be really insightful for all of us as we move deeper into our time of 
transitional ministry.

4. At the latest Faith Development Ministry meeting, we brainstormed ideas for 
this fall.  There were some great ideas for book study, like Walter Bruegge-
mann’s Sabbath as Resistance.  I also offered to lead a couple of sessions 
about integrating spiritual disciplines into everyday life.  So be ready to partic-
ipate and learn lots of cool stuff!  And, as a side note, be sure to check out the 
church’s brand-spanking-new webpage: https://www.firstprescdale.org.

5. I am going on vacation for a good chunk of this month.  My family and I are 
doing an eight-country tour of Europe, which will be, I’m sure, both exhilarat-
ing and exhausting!  We leave on Friday July 5 and I will be back in the office 
on Monday July 22. (That’s the plan, anyway.)  So you won’t see me for three 
Sundays in a row.  But don’t worry, I will return!  I’m having ‘way too much 
fun working with you all here at First Presbyterian.

I think we’re off to good start so far.  But, as I mentioned, I have a lot more to learn 
about what makes our congregation tick before we begin the real work of transition-
ing into our future.  Please keep talking to me and giving me feedback and shar-
ing your ideas.  Please keep praying for all of us in leadership.  And know that my 
prayers are with you as we continue our journey of faith together.

Peace and blessings!

Kerry
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Forty percent of the Pentecost offering 
is retained by individual congregations 
wanting to make an impact in the lives of 
young people within their own commu-
nity. This year, the Mission Ministry has 
decided to use our Pentecost Offering to 
give $200 each to four local organizations: 
Camp Carew, I Can Read, CASA of 
Southern Illinois, and the Poshard Foun-
dation.  Thank you for your generous 
support. 

Back-to-School 
Donations

Summer Bible Study meets at 11 a.m. 
Sundays after the worship service, ex-
cept for the mornings we have our Fifth 
Sunday potlucks.  Join us in the parlor to 
read and discuss passages related to the 
Sunday sermon.  Bibles are available.  You 
are welcome to bring your drink and snack 
with you. Contact Kitty Trescott via email: 
Trescott@midwest.net or phone: 618-203-
1807.

Summer has only barely begun, but it is already 
time to think about back to school. Once again this 
year, the Mission Ministry will be collecting dona-
tions for the children at the Women’s Center.  Here 
is a list of supplies that are needed this year:

Pencils (most teachers are asking for Ticond-
eroga wood pencils)

Mechanical pencils

Erasers (large and pencil top size)

Pencil boxes/pouches

Pens (Black, blue and red)

Crayons (24 ct box)

Markers (thick 8 ct box)

Glue sticks  & Bottles of glue

Scissors (Pointed and rounded)

Highlighters

Notebooks (spiral & composition) wide ruled 
and college

Loose-leaf note paper wide ruled and college

Pocket folders

3-ring binders

Rulers

Scientific calculators

Backpacks

The list is also posted on the church website. 
Please bring your donations to church by Sunday, 
July 28.  Thank you!
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

Beginning July 18, 2019, a Tai Chi class will be offered in 
Fellowship Hall Thursday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  Tai 
Chi is a graceful form of exercise that promotes breathing, 
balance and stress reduction.  Participants are encouraged to 
wear loose/comfortable clothing and nonskid shoes (motions 
can also be done barefoot).  Modification of exercises from 
a seated position will also be offered.  There is no charge for 
the class, but donations will help defray the instructor’s travel 
expenses.  Please contact Deb Burris if you wish to sign up, or 
with any questions.

We have launched a new updated 
church website at the same URL:  
www.firstprescdale.org.  The 
goal is to provide information 
to the public as well as to con-
gregational members, so please 
take a look!  For example, the 
home page contains information 
about upcoming events, includ-
ing the current week’s sermon 
title, scriptural text, and a link 
to Sunday’s bulletin.  And please 
provide feedback and suggestions 
to Jane Swanson at webmaster@
firstprescdale.org – any and all 
ideas are welcomed.

The Faith Development Ministry team is beginning to 
make plans for fall Faith Dialogues meetings on Sunday 
mornings, and we invite you to submit your ideas.  Last 
year, we hosted several book studies, including Book of 
Joy, When Helping Hurts, and the Lenten devotional 
Were You There.  We also viewed a PBS Frontline video 
series entitled From Jesus to Christ: The First Chris-
tians, and discussed LGBTQIA+ issues in context of our 
becoming a More Light church.  So, what would you 
like to study and discuss this year?  Send your ideas to 
faith@firstprescdale.org, or talk to Reona Daly or Jane 
Swanson.
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Some good things are happening around Carbondale 
according to Steven Mitchell, Economic Development 
Director.  Mitchell addressed the Men’s Group in May and 
discussed our community’s support of a $14.6 million BUILD 
grant application.  This involves upgrading the Amtrak 
station and the consolidation of a multitude of mass transit 
systems covering the lower 30 counties.  “We have a good 
shot at this and have gone to Washington to heavily lobby for 
this.  The US Dept. of Transportation makes the majority of 
decisions of who gets funded.”

Christians in Motion will spon-
sor our second Snider Hill Cemetery 
workday Saturday, June 29.  We’ll 
gather at the cemetery (off Park Avenue 
east of Lewis Lane) about 9 and work 
until 11 or 12.  Please bring garden/weed-
ing tools, work gloves and water.  Help us 
spruce up the cemetery for July 4th.

Our final workday of the summer will be 
Saturday, August 24. 

Christians in Motion had a wonderful walk Saturday 
June 1, at the home of Linda Brandon, First Presbyterian’s 
Treasurer. Bob Luebbers took the photos accompanying this 
article.

Linda, working with professional forestry representatives, has 
developed a forest plan incorporating walking trails, preserva-
tion of native deciduous and coniferous trees, preserving open 
prairie areas, and removing invasive species. 

Linda invites us back in the fall to observe other areas of her 
property.

Cont. on the next page

Photo by Bob Luebbers Mitchell handed out a USA Today flyer 
ranking Carbondale as one of the top 30 
best cities for older retired Americans in the 
Midwest.

Mitchell fielded questions:  Why does 
Amtrak have such a bad track record (no 
pun intended)?  Answer:   The reason is 
that Canadian National Railroad owns the 
line and gives priority to freight trains.  

MEN’S 
GROUP
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Our Spirit of Christmas 
looked like this.

Thus the passenger trains are often sidelined while 
the freights pass through.   What’s the future of the 
University Mall?  Answer:  While malls across the nation 
are shuttering stores, SIH has purchased several spaces.  
Illinois Health has moved in and is bringing 400 jobs 
with competitive starting wages.  What is the status of 
bike paths?  Answer:  Carbondale will continue to extend 
the bike corridor on New Era Road and connect it with 
the loop from downtown.

Cont. from previous page

Pizza and Movie for July will Friday, July 19.  At 6:00 pm, we will sit 
down in Fellowship Hall to eat pizza, salad, fruit, and cookies.  As soon as we 
are finished eating and the table is cleared, we will move to the Youth Room to 
get comfortable in front of the big screen TV, usually about 7:00. Please plan 
to join us. Contact Kitty Trescott via email: Trescott@midwest.net or phone: 
618-203-1807. 

   Dr. Don Shirley is a world-class African-American 
pianist, who is about to embark on a concert tour 
in the Deep South in 1962. In need of a driver and 
protection, Shirley recruits Tony.

The Dinner Group met at Flame June 20, with 32 people 
present.  We enjoyed a fine meal and had a lot of conversa-
tion.  Pastor Bean joined us and we appreciate his presence. 
We took up our usual donations for the Food Bank. Dorothy & 
Neal were our hosts and we thank them very much.  Neal gave 
the blessing.

The next meeting will be at the Giant City Lodge with Judy 
and Bill Schwegman as our hosts July 18, at 5:30 p.m.

Reverend Deborah and Dr. Joseph Troester will present a 
short program about  their work in Africa.  If you plan to at-
tend let Bill or Judy know by July 17, please. We will have a 
reminder in the church bulletin next month.

Rob Jensen announced that Rev. 
Deborah Troester will speak about 
her experiences in Africa at the June 
meeting.  The Men’s Group will take a 
break in July and August and resume 
in  September.

DINNER GROUP
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Murder by Malbec:
Inspector Isabelle

And

The Tragic 

Tasting Room 
Treachery

A Musical Murder Mystery Melodrama Coming Soon to a Fellow-
ship Hall Near You!

It’s official!  The Mission Ministry of First Presbyterian 
Church is presenting (with only the slightest bit of trepida-
tion) our first Musical Murder Mystery Melodrama!  Its clever 
title is Murder By Malbec: Inspector Isabelle and The Tragic 
Tasting Room Treachery!  We have agreed on a time and 
place: The Fellowship Hall  Sunday, October 6, at 7 
p.m.

I don’t know many of the plot details yet since I still haven’t 
written this extraordinary piece of dramatic literature, but 
here’s what I can tell you:

·	 It takes place on a dark and stormy night in the tast-
ing room of a winery.

·	 Somebody’s going to die at the hands of a diabolical 
do-badder.

·	 Intrepid Inspector Isabelle of Interpol will try and 
solve the case before more innocent blood (and wine) 
is shed.  She almost certainly will fail at this…

·	 There will be a whole slew of suspicious suspects.

·	 You the audience member will get a chance to guess 
the fiendish fiend’s identity and win an amazing prize.  
(“Amazing”, of course, is a relative term)

·	 No one in the cast (except me) will know who the 
conniving killer is, either!

·	 There will be several silly musical interludes from the 
Chorus McBorus

·	 And there will undoubtedly be plot holes big enough 
to roll a barrel through

The play will consist of two acts with an intermission.  At 
intermission decadent desserts and brilliant beverages will be 
served.  Donations will be accepted and all the profits will go 
to a (soon to be decided) local mission and to the Presbyte-
rian Hunger Program.
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First Presbyterian Church participated in 
the Southern IL Pride Fest held May 31-
June 2, 2019, in downtown Carbondale.  
Our church was represented at the Friday 
Opening Reception at the Varsity Center 
for the Arts, where informational church 
handouts were also on display.  Saturday 
morning, church and community members 
applauded and cheered from our front lawn 
as Pride Marchers made their way up South 
University Avenue.  That afternoon, Oasis 
Carbondale sponsored an informational 
table (with popsicles!) in the sunny Town 
Square community area.  The weekend’s 
festivities culminated Sunday morning at 
the Community Pride Worship Service at 
First Christian Church, where members of 
our church joined with the choir, and Pas-
tor Kerry assisted with communion.

Comments from Pride Fest participants and coor-
dinator Tara Bell Janowick reflected their sincere 
appreciation for our church’s enthusiastic contri-
bution to the weekend’s festivities.  (Some march-
ers commented that passing our church was 
the highlight of the Saturday morning march!)  
Thank you to everyone who contributed time, 
cookies and/or support as “First Pres” shared the 
good news to everyone, that all are welcome and 
“You are a beloved child of God!”

Pride Fest
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FATASTIC FLOAT

Interested in Knitting or Crocheting?
The Yarning to Make a Difference group disbanded two years ago, but we may start again in 
the fall if there is sufficient interest. This small group is open to anyone who enjoys knitting or 
crocheting, or who wants to learn to knit or crochet.  Members make prayer shawls and baby 
blankets for church members and newly enrolled infants in the Presbyterian Church Day Care, 
as well as personal items. We previously met on the first Sunday of the month after the educa-
tion hour, but are open to other possible times. If you’re interested in joining this group, please 
contact Jane Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com).
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

Thanks for being apart of this special event!
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At a July 1904, Congregational Meeting Chair-
man of the Building Committee, Sam Brush, 
announced that the first bid for the present 
church building came from R.Z. Gill of Ur-
bana, Illinois. The amount of $19,852.00 did 
NOT include “furniture, heat or light.”  This 
was considered “much in excess”. It was de-
cided until $9,000.00 in advance pledges were 
made, no further action could be taken.


