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First Presbyterian at Worship 
Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 

 
 

 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all 
backgrounds, abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the 
grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 
In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 

As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, 
believers are transformed and renewed. 

In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s service in the world. 
(Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 

 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale 
Order of Worship for Sunday 9/13/20: 

 
Prayer in Preparation 

O God who is our strength, you have protected us from 
those who would seek to oppress us. You have shielded us 
from those who would seek to destroy the good gifts you 
have put in us. Your love and power never fail.  
Thanks and praise to you, our safety and stronghold. We exalt you, O God, 
majestic in holiness, for there is none like you. Amen. 
 

Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
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Prelude Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (arr. Mark Hayes) 
           Saem Lee, pianist 
 
Gathering for Worship  

Leader: Give praise to God!  
Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves.   
It is God who forgives.   
It is God who delivers. 
Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 
Listen! The Lord calls out to us, offering life!  
All: Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn: #438                    Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me              v. 1 

 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee 
Let the water and the blood, from thy wounded side which flowed 
be of sin the double cure, cleanse from guilt and make me pure. 
 
 

Call to Confession:  
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God who forgives and saves. 

  
Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 

All: Gracious and loving God,    
you lived for us—we have not lived for you. 
You have forgiven us—we have not forgiven others.  
You have loved us—we have not loved ourselves  
nor have we loved one another.  
Take pity on us and forgive us, God.  
Help us to forgive. Help us to live for you.  
Help us to love through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Leader: People of God, our sins are forgiven.    
God is merciful and gracious and is Lord of us all.  
All: Thanks be to God.  
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Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
Response:  #282    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    
Amen. (2x) 
 
Children’s Sermon: The Cat and His Visions      
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Leader: Holy God, your Word is strong and leads our feet to  
your holy dwelling place. Strengthen and guide us with your 
Word through the power of your Holy Spirit; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

Ministry of Music                             Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 

New Testament Lesson:                              Matthew 18:21-35          

Minister: 1Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So 
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
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you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 
pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: Forgive But Never Forget 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The PCUSA Confession of 1967             (Section 9.55) 
Leader: Let us confess our faith together… 
All: With an urgency born of hope,  
the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better world. 
It does not identify limited progress  
with the kingdom of God on earth,  
nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.  
In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement  
to the final triumph of God.  
 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Invitation: “Friends, this is the joyful feast… …to share the feast he has 
prepared.” 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise… 
…who forever sing to the glory of your name:  
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 
One: You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord…  …and will come again to make all things new. 
 
Words of Institution 
One: We thank you that on the night before he died, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it do his disciples, saying, “Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
(The bread is eaten.) 
 
One: In the same way he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”   (The cup is shared.) 
 
Conclusion of the Prayer 
One: Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your 
creation this bread and this cup and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we 
await the day of his coming.  With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you 
to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicate to your service.   
 
Great is the mystery of faith:  
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
One: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us… 
…for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
Minute for Mission/Interim Box Time: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  
 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 

Leader: God is unfailing in blessing and love. With thankful hearts, 
let us offer up to God a portion of what God has given us. 

 
Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending 
checks in the mail.                    

 
 

http://www.firstprescdale.org/
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*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

Leader: O God, we thank you for these gifts.    
Multiply them, and enable the work of love   
and the righteousness of your kingdom  
in the world. We thank and praise you. Amen.  

 
Hymn: #438       Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                          v. 2 
 
Not the labor of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands 
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone.  Thou must save and thou alone. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
   And the glory are yours 
   Now and forever.  Amen.  
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Hymn: #438      Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                           vv. 3-4 
 
Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress, helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, when my eyelids close in death, 
when I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. 

 
Charge and Blessing 

Minister: Walk in the strength and confidence that God guides your feet               
Therefore live for God—show mercy and love one another.  
May the God who protects and defends 
keep you in safety, mercy, and love.  
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

 
Postlude:   Higher Ground (arr. Mark Hayes) 
 
 

 
A Thought for Today: 
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Household Prayer: Morning  

Gracious and loving God, thank you for this day.  Strengthen my resolve to love 
and show mercy throughout the day. Lead my feet to your holy dwelling place, 
and guide the work I have to do for today. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Merciful God,  
thank you for keeping me in the safety of your arms and for new mercies and 
the glory you showed through the day. Keep my family and me through the 
night. I thank and praise you! In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 
 
Worship Assistant:  Jane Swanson 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 

Bible Study with Pastor Kerry at 3:30pm 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 
9:30 am Virtual Worship via Zoom  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you would like a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—please let 
Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Faith Dialogues brings you a series of autumn discussions: “The Church and 
Politics” written by David True and distributed by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency.  Discussions will begin virtually after worship today.   
 
On Sunday, October 4, we will be celebrating World Communion Sunday with 
an outdoor worship service in the green space here at the church.  Information is 
being sent to via USPS or email about making reservations, how communion and 
offerings will work, and much more.  There will be a Zoom service that day as 
well!  Keep your eyes peeled and watch your mailbox or your inbox! 

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours  
Monday 9:00am - 12:00 noon 
Wednesday 9:00 – 12:00 noon 
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Joys and Concerns 

 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & 
help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic  
 Social unrest and political 

polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of 

Hurricane Laura 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in 
the Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to 
please pray for: Congregation Beth Jacob. 
 
 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month is: Faith 
Development  
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff as schools re-open 
 Our nation in midst of violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those  
 without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women 
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LEADERSHIP 

 

 
Interim Pastor 

Kerry Bean 
(618)-549-2148 ext 101 

pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org  

 
Music Director 

Carlyn Zimmermann 
(618) 549-2148 ext 106 
carlyn@firstprescdale.org  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Stewart 
(618) 549-2148 ext 100 
office@firstprescdale.org   

 

SESSION 
asksession@firstprescdale.org  

 

Faith Development 
faith@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson (2021) 

Reona Daly (2022)  

Fellowship 
fellowship@firstprescdale.org 

Jonathan Brooks (2020) 
David Peters (2022) 

Membership 
membership@firstprescdale.org 

Sarah Merideth (2023) 
Lisa Hollabaugh (2022) 

Mission 
mission@firstprescdale.org 

Rick Jefferson (2022) 
Lily Vucinic (2022)  

Nominating 
nominating@firstprescdale.org 

 
 
  

Personnel 
personnel@firstprescdale.org 

Rob Jensen (2020) 
Jay Brooks (2022)  

Small Groups 
smallgroups@firstprescdale.org 

Bill Schwegman (2021) 
Neal Foland (2022)  

Stewardship 
stewardship@firstprescdale.org 

Jim Calloway (2023) 
Rolanda Quick (2021)  

Worship 
worship@firstprescdale.org 

Sharon Wittke (2023) 
Wendi Zea (2021)  

Clerk 
clerk@firstprescdale.org 

David King  

 
Webmaster 

webmaster@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson  

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
askdeacons@firstprescdale.org  

 

Class of 2021 
Phyllis Beck 

Carolyn Hooker 
Brenda Myers 

Mark O’ Donoghue  

Class of 2022 
Jill Hertzing 

Dori Jefferson  

Class of 2023 
Diane Cash 
Marta Davis 

Pam Holt 

 
 
You are encouraged to speak with individual elders or deacons, or email Session, 
Session ministries or the Board of Deacons with announcements, suggestions, 
questions, or concerns. If, after a reasonable length of time, you do not receive a 
reply, please re-send your email to asksession@firstprescdale.org. 

 

mailto:asksession@firstprescdale.org
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