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Notes from Kerry

Connectivity: It’s a Beautiful Thing…

Happy autumn, everyone!  I hope you have had the chance to read the recent letter sent to you by the Personnel 
Committee of the church.  The topic of that letter is my proposed change in title (and function!)  from Interim 
Pastor to Covenant Pastor.  The differences in the two terms are pretty well spelled out in that note, but don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you have any specific questions about what it may mean for the church for me to be-
come your Covenant Pastor.

I just want to address a couple of the finer Presbyterian points in this process so that we’re all clear about what 
may be happening and when.

First, let me say that I am very excited to perhaps be serving with you for a longer and more established time.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed serving as your Interim Pastor for the past year and half.  I love the people of this 
church, love our new home, and it brings me joy to think about continuing my work with you for several more 
years.

Now to the fine points:

1. As the letter from Personnel indicates, last year the session formally called me to serve as Interim Pas-
tor and will also be calling me to serve as Covenant Pastor.  Congregational input and feedback is very 
important, of course, but since I will not be your called and installed (“permanent”) pastor, the congre-
gation as whole does not call me.

2. The Presbytery has a voice in the process as well, and that’s a good thing.  We are doing our best to 
keep the presbytery’s Commission on Ministry informed as we take every step in this new transition 
process.  So far, they have been supportive of my transition from Interim to Covenant.  On the other 
hand, they have not yet formally discussed it.   I can almost guarantee that they will have questions.  It 
is still unusual in our presbytery for an Interim Pastor to become a Covenant Pastor.  The two minis-
tries do overlap but they are different as well.  So, my changing “mid-stream”, as it were, may raise a 
few eyebrows.   Again, it’s good for them to ask questions and make sure that I not taking advantage of 
you all in any way.

3. If the Commission on Ministry believes that everything is decent and in order regarding my change 
in call, then the whole Presbytery gets to vote on it.  For the third time I say, that’s good!  We all are 
partners: you, me, and the presbytery.  The PCUSA is set up so that we work together and protect one 
another.  It is okay that there may be questions about my coming here as Interim, buying a house in 
town, and then wanting to change to a longer-term ministry.  None of that was intentional on my part, 
but it certainly could look that way.  Plus, there are people who will think that my wife Cindy is some-
how influencing the process because she is the presbytery’s Stated Clerk.  She isn’t, but it’s only wise to 
ask questions and make sure the integrity of the process continues.

I hope you aren’t more confused than when you started reading this.  It is certainly my hope and prayer that  all 
parties will agree that I can begin to serve First PC-Carbondale as Covenant Pastor beginning  January 1, 2021.

But if my call remains as Interim Pastor, then I will continue to do that work with all the energy and enthusi-
asm I can.  I trust the process and all the people (from congregation to session to COM to presbytery) that are 
trying to discern God’s will for you and for me.  

God is good and being a connectional church is good, too!

Peace,

Kerry
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After months of worshipping via Zoom, we want to offer 
the opportunity, just for one Sunday, for our congrega-
tion to worship in a social-distance-responsible fashion 
to celebrate World Communion Sunday. We are holding 
a worship service on the lawn of the church, but we will 
also Zoom the service at the same time for those 
who prefer to remain at home. Either way, we hope to 
make it a meaningful service for everyone, in whichever 
format you choose to attend.

For those attending the service on the lawn, we will 
require that everyone involved is masked, and that the 
6 foot distance between you and others be maintained. 
We will have chairs set out appropriately so that family 
units remain together, but are spaced apart from other 
family units. Bulletins will be safely set on the chairs 
ahead of time, and extra hand sanitizer will be available. 
We will encourage everyone to bring their own elements 
for Communion; individually prepackaged elements 
will also be available for those who do not. And in the 
case of inclement weather, an email will be sent via the 
congregation’s alert email letting everyone know we are 
reverting to the Zoom service. Regretfully, we will not be 
offering childcare, but children are welcome to attend 
with their families.

For those who prefer to attend via Zoom, nothing will 
change for you technologically, and we will share the 
outdoor service with you as it is happening.

In order to facilitate the planning for this, it would be of 
great help for Worship ministry to have an idea of how 
many people are planning to attend the live service on 
the lawn, and how many plan to attend via Zoom. We 
can accommodate some last-minute attendees, but plan-
ning is crucial to keep this event as safe as possible. 

Reservations can be made via email to worship@first-
prescdale.org, or by calling Wendi Zea (607-591-5142) 
or Sharon Wittke (618-893-1869).

ZOOM

Everyone logging into Sunday morning Zoom 
worship will now encounter a “Waiting Room” 
before being connected to the service.  Zoom 
has rolled out this feature to minimize meeting 
disruptions and enhance security.  If you lose 
your connection during the service, simply join 
the meeting again using the Meeting ID (found 
in Kerry’s weekly e-mail, or follow the church 
website link), and you’ll be placed in the Waiting 
Room again until a co-host re-admits you.  We 
appreciate everyone’s patience with this minor 
adjustment.

A reminder that during online worship, you’re 
encouraged to “tinker with” your screen display, 
which is indicated when you hover your cursor 
in the upper-right hand of your screen.  Zoom’s 
“Speaker View” focuses the camera on whoever is 
talking, and is a convenient way to follow Pas-
tor Kerry or the Worship Assistant, when they 
speak during the Order of Worship.  When you’re 
in Speaker View, the upper-right corner of your 
Zoom screen will read “Gallery View”—click on 
this, to toggle to Gallery View (which displays 
all participants, “Brady Bunch”-style).  Clicking 
again on the upper-right corner (now reading 
“Speaker View”) takes you back to Speaker View.

Hint!  Those who plan to “Zoom” into our Octo-
ber 4, 2020 (World Communion Sunday) Out-
door Worship Service are encouraged to toggle 
their screen display to “Speaker View” to view 
Pastor Kerry as he leads worship, and to capture 
some planned group shots during responsive 
readings.  

If you have any questions or suggestions related 
to strengthening and enhancing the Zoom wor-
ship experience, please reach out to Pastor Kerry, 
Worship Elders Wendi Zea or Sharon Wittke, or 
any member of the Worship Committee.

ZOOM Worship—Updates & Tips

W
ORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

OCTOBER  4, 2020
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Max Jose

If you would like to join a letter-writing effort to provide encouragement and support to persons who are 
detained in the Pulaski County Immigration Detention Center, the Detained Immigrant Spiritual Care group 
of the Carbondale Interfaith Council is seeking volunteers. Please read the DISC Letter Writing Guide-
lines. Then contact SIDetentionVisitation@gmail.com, if you have any questions or would like to 
participate. While many of the immigrant detainees speak Spanish, there are also individuals who speak 
English.  If you want to know how to become part of this mission, see page 10.

 Small Groups Ministry invites you 
for a socially-distanced Walk in the 
Woods  Thursday, October 15 at Gi-
ant City State Park.

Anyone interested please meet at 
the Post Oak Trail at 10:30 a.m.   
This trail is 1/3 mile long and is clas-
sified as easy.  We’ll all wear masks 
and observe social distancing by 
keeping six feet apart.

Afterwards, we can eat at the picnic 
area near the Visitor Center.  Please 
bring your own mask, bag lunch, 
water/drink, hand sanitizer, and if 
you’d prefer, your own lawn chair or 
camp stool.

In case of inclement weather, a 
church Alerts cancellation notice 
will be sent out that morning.

No reservations are required, but 
if you have questions, please call 
Sharon Wittke at (618) 893-1869 
or send an email to sharonwittke@
gmail.com.

Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! The Mission Minis-
try received more than $300 in 
donations for local charitable 
organizations in addition to 
donations of food and supplies 
at our First Saturday Drive-Thru 
in September. Be sure to visit us 
again on the First Saturday in 
October - October 3.

 Peace  and Global       
               Witness Offering

Once again this year, our con-
gregation will participate in the  
Peace and Global Witness Offer-
ing Sunday, October 4.  

“The Peace and Global Witness Offering invites the church to cast 
off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace our God’s 
mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the 
world. . . a gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables 
the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of 
conflict and injustice across the world.”An invitation from the 

Detained Immigrant 
Spiritual Care group of 
the Carbondale Inter-
faith Council:
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FAITH DIALOGUES 
IN NOVEMBER:  

Beginning November 1, we 
will host a series of discus-
sions based on the book God 
and the Pandemic: A Chris-
tian Reflection on the Coro-
navirus and its Aftermath, 
written by N. T. Wright.  We 

will provide books free of charge, or if you prefer a 
Kindle version, you may purchase your own from 
Amazon ($6.29).  Contact faith@firstprescdale.
org to reserve a hard copy of the book, which may 
be picked up at the First Saturday event October 3 
or will be delivered to you.  Discussions will begin 
after worship via Zoom (following a brief fellow-
ship time).

 

October 4 
on Zoom

The Yarning to Make a Difference group will meet  
Sunday, October 4 at noon, at the Zoom link posted 
on the webpage and sent via email to the regular 
attendees.  This small group is open to anyone who 
enjoys knitting or crocheting, or who wants to learn 
to knit or crochet, and we work on shawls, baby 
blankets, and other mission-related projects.  Contact 
Jane Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com) for more informa-
tion.

Dede and Jonathon have plenty of donated SSS treats. They will meet October 10 to 
begin the process of having these ready for pre-Thanksgiving pick-up and delivery. 
Our Church support of the Student Spirit sacks has, of course, been adapted to meet 
the their needs during the C-19 Pandemic.
Thank-you  for continuing to support this project.

NOVEMBER’S 
“FIRST SATURDAY”

We will continue to 
offer Fair Trade items 
for curbside pick up at 
church (in the porte co-
chere), during our “First 
Saturday” event (see 
article by the Mission 
Ministry).  Place your 
order by October 24 to 
pick up on November 7.  
Contact Jane (webmas-
ter@firstprescdale.org) 
for more information.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, 
TEA, AND CHOCOLATE

YARNING TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

D
IN

NER GROUP

The group was scheduled to have lunch at Giant 
City Lodge in October with Dr. John Jackson of 
the Public Policy Institute giving a talk about  the 
November election. However, when a short ques-
tionnaire was sent out to the people who normally 
attend 80% said they would not attend due to the 
virus. Thus the meeting has been canceled.

We will look at the possibility of having a lunch in 
December like we did last year but unless at least 
half or more of the group say they will attend  we 
will not have one then either and simply  pray that 
2021 will bring better conditions for us to meet. 

Student Spirit Sacks

GOD AND THE         
PANDEMIC
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BIRTHDAYS

THANK  YOU

A big thank you goes to Wendi 
Zea, Jane Swanson, and Lisa 
Hollabaugh for their on-going 
efforts to make Zoom worship 
possible.  They share the controls 
on Sunday mornings to ensure 
that Pastor Kerry and others can 
deliver meaningful, uplifting ser-
vices.  They also ensure that we 
can see the bulletin, join break-
out groups, and participate 
in Faith Development.  Your 
services are appreciated!

In addition, a huge thank you 
goes to Kathy Manfredi for step-
ping in to provide music for five 
months when COVID struck.  
She ensured that we continued to 
have beautiful preludes, post-
ludes, the Doxology, and other 
music.  It is great to have Saem 
Lee back, and Kathy is hopefully 
enjoying a much deserved rest.  

Thanks be to God for all of you!  

Photos by Lisa Hollabaugh

28 - Valerie Munson 
30 - Don Darling 
31 - Elizabeth Hamilton

27 Carlyn Zimmermann

4 - Lucas Daly 
6 - Jill O’Donoghue 
12 - David Gilbert 
15 - Kelly Donnigan 
16 - Betty Arnold 
18 - Beth Forsberg 
24 - Jay Brooks 
27 - Mary Mantovani
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We would like to start off with a very special thank 
you to the Simonds Family for their generous donation 
of plexi-glass dividers to use on our tables for snack time.  
The kids like having their own spaces to enjoy their snack 
that keeps them safe from each others germs.  We also 
received monetary gifts from Brenda Gilbert and Mary 
Rolan. Thank you so much for your support.  

We have had a great first month of preschool. All 
the children have adjusted so nicely to their new classes, 
teachers and new routines.  They have done amazingly 
well with mask wearing.  It is so fun to see all the color-
ful prints and patterns of masks that we wear each day.  
For the month of October, we will be learning about the 
season changing to fall, pumpkins, dinosaurs and North 
America.  

Lastly, because our enrollment has been cut more 
than half with the pandemic our budget has been greatly 
impacted.  We would appreciate any support for our pre-
school to help cover increasing costs of supplies.  We will 
gladly accept monetary donations and supply donations 
including, hand sanitizer, hand soap, (not antibacterial) 
disinfectant spray/wipes, small dixie cups, napkins, 
snack size paper plates, and paper towels.   Have a wonder-
ful October.  

DAYCARE
The PCDC Daycare thanks everyone who helped donate clean-
ing supplies to the center. We appreciate it very much as we 
work hard to create a safe, clean, and healthy, learning envi-
ronment for the children and staff. 

We are excited about the upcoming season. We are looking 
forward to the cooler weather, the changing  leaves, and watch-
ing them fall and dance in the wind. It is hard to believe it is 
already time for pumpkins, apple cider, and Halloween. This 
year our holiday celebration will be much different, but still full 
of good cheer and fun. We are exploring the idea of a reverse 
parade. In years previous, we have paraded around the block 
in our costumes, making goodie stops along the way. This year 
we are thinking about having the kiddos outside and having a 
car parade come by and see our cool costumes and masks. It 
is an idea we are still exploring, and will keep people updated 
with any further developments. Let us know if you would be 
interested in attending an event like this by sending an email 
to: pcdcdaycare@firstprescdale.org  Thanks.

Until next month, we, wish everyone peace and love in the 
upcoming month and season. 

PRESCHOOL

Photo furnished by Preschool

Photos furnished by Daycare
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Kudos to the Snider Hill Cemetery workers.

Screen shot of Sunday worshippers
or it could be the 1st Pres version of Hollywood Squaes.

Photo by Lisa Hollabaugh
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Session Synopsis for September

    The session met via Zoom Tuesday, September 8, at 7 p.m.  As usual, we began with prayer and then for an opening 
devotional I read a great little story/memoir called “Home is Where the Stove Is” from a collection entitled Where the 
Heart Is by Julienne Bennett.

   Our opening discussion was philosophical in nature: should the Nominating Committee ask potential nominees to 
serve based upon specific interests and specific gifts (for Fellowship Ministries, as an example) or ask them to serve as 
Ruling Elders and Deacons with specific duties to be assigned after they are ordained.  It was a very interesting discus-
sion and while I’m not sure any minds were changed, it was good to explore the question from a variety of angles.  My 
take-away is that we instructed the Nominating Committee to continue with established practices.

   At our October meeting, we will discuss specific plans about how to match up Ruling Elders with various ministries 
as the size of the session reduces from 16 members to 12.  I believe that we will remain at 16 throughout 2021 and then 
begin to “downsize” for the next couple of years after that.

   Next we heard from the Personnel Committee who presented my potential 2021 compensation package as Covenant 
Pastor to the Session for review (before we get congregational feedback about the possible change in my call and we send 
it to the presbytery’s Commission on Ministry).  This synopsis is not the place to publish the details of the compensation 
package; they will be available when the 2021 Budget is presented.  All of this, of course, depends on approval by the 
presbytery.  (See my pastoral article for more about this…)

   Please be sure to give the Personnel Committee feedback about the potential of my change in ministry from Interim 
Pastor to Covenant Pastor!  The more feedback we get, the better decisions we can make.  

   The Stewardship Ministry report discussed the addition of new lighting to the parking lot.  One of the neighbors com-
plained about its brightness, but we were able to dim it and still provide adequate illumination.  In addition, the Treasur-
er’s report indicated that our congregation is continuing to be generous in support of the church.  Thank you for sticking 
with us despite the pandemic and the isolating effect it has on all of us!  Finally, the 2021 budget will include monies for 
an upgrade to the church’s phone system (primarily a hardware upgrade involving servers and such).

   Worship ministry discussed its plans for an outdoor worship service October 4 .  Worship ministry has also drawn up 
very detailed and helpful guidelines for the time when we decide it is safe to reopen the church.

   Bill Schwegmann has volunteered to lead a group that will explore the condition of the sanctuary organ at this time.  
Their first job will probably be finding out the cost of a thorough and professional inspection.  Let me be really clear: no 
decision has been made about the future of the organ or even the style and components of worship.  This is just another 
piece of the big puzzle in making decisions.  I expect this conversation will go on for a while.

   Small Groups Ministry will be organizing a hike in Giant City Park.

   Faith Development Ministries discussed the plans for presenting our (now ongoing) series of Politics and Faith classes 
on Sunday mornings after worship.

   Mission Ministries will be asking for donations for the daycare and preschool programs.  We want to thank Marta 
Davis for ably serving on the Preschool Board!  The first First Saturday was a grand success supporting a full range of 
missions.

If that seems like a lot, it was!  The Ruling Elders and Deacons who serve you work very hard!  Next time you seem them 
online, give them a virtual hug!

Kerry
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  DISC Letter Writing Guidelines

Writing Your Letter

·	 Focus on writing messages of encouragement and affirmation to let our friends in detention know 
we are thinking of them. 

·	 You may address your letter, “Dear friend.”  

·	 Please sign your letter with only your first name.  

·	 For safety reasons do not include your personal contact information since it could be seen by anyone 
at the detention center.  DISC’s post office box will be used as a return address.  

·	 After the letter is done, email your letter to us at SIDetentionVisitation@gmail.com or scan a copy 
of your handwritten message and email it to us.

·	 We will check the message, add the person’s ID, print, and mail the message to them.  

·	 When writing your letter, you should assume one-way communication.  Consider this when you think 
about what to write.  However, if we receive any response from them, we will email the contents of 
the letter to you so you can continue the correspondence.  

Suggestions

·	 Remember that the person you are writing to may not be of the same faith as you, so try to use 
universal language.. 

·	 If you can make a good guess as to what language the person might speak, consider finding encour-
aging words in that language to include in your letter.  (If you are able to write in Spanish, please do 
so, but messages in English are also needed and welcome.)  

·	 You can include an appealing and uplifting image, an affirmation, a prayer, or a mediation.  You can 
also use one of the beautiful DISC postcard designs by member, Rafa Fu.

·	 Use words of encouragement such as…

·	 “I want you to know I am praying for you.”

·	 “Please know that you are not forgotten.”

·	 “I am thinking of you and sending love and care.”

Cautions

·	 Be aware that all mail, either incoming or outgoing, will be searched and read at the detention cen-
ter.

·	 Practice confidentiality and honor and respect the humanity and dignity of our friends in detention 
at all times. 

Cont. from page 4



OOPS!
Sign up for an online evangelism curse!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

Note from the Editor: It was very heartwarming to recieve so 
many notes of  appreciation from my Presbyterian friends. I 
have to admit that it is only with the help of all of you that I 
am able to “do” the newsletter each month.  Because you give 
me submissions early and often it is usually a joy to put it all 
together.
As for the Treasurer’s job, I have to thank Barbara Stewart for 
keeping things running smoothly and the rest of you for your 
advice so freely given and your generous gifts of time and 
treasure for the work of this church.
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1970: City population is 22, 816.

1971:  City receives its first “All American City” 

award.

1973: City Population “peaks” at over 27,000. SIU 

closed temporarily by anti-war protesters.

1975: 125th Anniversary of the town’s settlement.

 


