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Notes from Pastor Kerry

The Poetry of Hope
As I am writing this, I have just listened to the National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman read her re-
markable inaugural poem The Hill We Climb.  If you did not hear it, stop reading this, find it on the internet, 
and relish its power and promise for a better tomorrow.

For this article, I am going back in time to another remarkable poet, Maya Angelou, and her poem delivered 
on Inauguration Day, 1993.  But before I do, I just want to remind you all that (if all goes according to plan) 
my first grandchild Lily will be born this February.  And when I hear and read the words of Amanda Gorman 
and Maya Angelou, my hope for Lily and the world she grows up in is restored.  Now, here are a few passages 
from…

On the Pulse of Morning           Maya Angelou - 1928-2014
A Rock, A River, A Tree 
Hosts to species long since departed, 
Marked the mastodon, 
The dinosaur, who left dried tokens 
Of their sojourn here 
On our planet floor, 
Any broad alarm of their hastening doom 
Is lost in the gloom of dust and ages.
But today, the Rock cries out to us, clearly, forcefully, 
Come, you may stand upon my 
Back and face your distant destiny, 
But seek no haven in my shadow. 
I will give you no hiding place down here.
You, created only a little lower than 
The angels, have crouched too long in 
The bruising darkness 
Have lain too long face down in ignorance. 
Your mouths spilling words armed for slaughter. 
The Rock cries out to us today, you may stand upon me, 
But do not hide your face.
Across the wall of the world, 
A River sings a beautiful song. It says, 
Come, rest here by my side.
Each of you, a bordered country, 
Delicate and strangely made proud, 
Yet thrusting perpetually under siege. 
Your armed struggles for profit 
Have left collars of waste upon 
My shore, currents of debris upon my breast. 
Yet today I call you to my riverside, 
If you will study war no more. Come, 
Clad in peace, and I will sing the songs 

The Creator gave to me when I and the 
Tree and the rock were one. 
Before cynicism was a bloody sear across your 
Brow and when you yet knew you still 
Knew nothing. 
The River sang and sings on.
There is a true yearning to respond to 
The singing River and the wise Rock. 
So say the Asian, the Hispanic, the Jew 
The African, the Native American, the Sioux, 
The Catholic, the Muslim, the French, the Greek 
The Irish, the Rabbi, the Priest, the Sheik, 
The Gay, the Straight, the Preacher, 
The privileged, the homeless, the Teacher. 
They hear. They all hear the speaking of the Tree.
They hear the first and last of every Tree 
Speak to humankind today. Come to me, here 
beside the River. 
Plant yourself beside the River…
…Here, on the pulse of this new day 
You may have the grace to look up and out 
And into your sister’s eyes, and into 
Your brother’s face, your country 
And say simply, very simply 
With hope— 
Good morning.
“On the Pulse of Morning” from ON THE PULSE 
OF MORNING by Maya Angelou, copyright © 
1993 by Maya Angelou.
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Worship Ministry has planned this year’s Ash 
Wednesday service, which will be held via Zoom 
February 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

There will be two ways to receive ashes this year.

Ashes created by burning last year’s palms will be 
available in ziplock bags that can be picked up at 
the First Saturday drive-through in the porte co-
chere February 6 between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  
People receiving ashes this way can place them on 
their foreheads during the Ash Wednesday service.

You may also create your own ashes at home.  Pastor Kerry explained to Worship Ministry members that 
receiving ashes is a ritual, not a sacrament, so it’s ok for laypeople to prepare and impose ashes.

Looking ahead to Palm Sunday and Easter, both of these services will be held on Zoom this year.  Worship 
Ministry will re-examine their plans for in-person services as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, but we expect 
to continue online worship for the near future.   

As always, if you or someone you know needs assistance with Zoom, please contact any member of  Worship 
Ministry. If you are unable to attend via Zoom, services are also available to view on the church website.

FAITH
 DEVELOPMENT 

If people prefer to have ashes imposed in person,  Pastor Kerry will be available from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday in the porte cochere.  He will use long-stemmed Q-tips and wear plenty of protective gear.

should remain in their cars and be masked while receiving the ashes. Folks

During Lent

Beginning February 21, Faith Dialogues 
will focus on a series of current events – 
such as immigration issues, criminal justice 
reform, etc. – as they intersect with issues 
of faith.  Stay tuned for more information. 
Until then, we will continue our discus-
sion of The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis 
through February 14.
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

We Worship Together
Gallery view of Christmas Eve Candlelight online worship service.

Saem Lee’s virtuos-
ity on display during 
online worship.

Carlyn Zimmermann 
contributes vocals to 
Sunday morning an-
thems and hymns.
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The Christmas Joy Offering netted $2030 which 
was sent to PCUSA.

The Peacemaking Offering in the fall netted ap-
proximately $1750, 25% or approximately $480 of 
which stays locally. That amount is being split be-
tween Church Women United and Moms Demand 
Action.

Thank you to everyone for your generosity.
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December 25, 2020, Rolanda Quick and 
Deb Burris delivered Christmas dinner 
and goodies to Imogene Beckemeyer.  That 
week’s Meals on Wheels delivery had been 
canceled due to the pandemic, so this was a 
great opportunity to put smiles on faces by 
“sharing the spirit” of our loving congrega-
tion.

Elves Visit Imogene

Sunday, January 17, 2021 “First Pres” members and 
friends hosted a drive-through goodbye sendoff for 
Deborah and Joe Troester under the porte cochere.  
The Troesters along with daughter Christa are 
responding to Deb’s pastoral call from Santa Teresa 
Hills Presbyterian Church in San Jose, California.  
We wish them all the best and look forward to keep-
ing in touch.

Troester’s Take off for 
California 

THIS IS WHAT HAS 
BEEN GOING ON

Photos on this page by Lisa Hollabaugh
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DAYCARE

YARNING TO 
MAKE A DIFFER-
ENCE:  

February 7 on Zoom

Yarning to Make a Difference 
will meet Sunday, February 7 
at 1 p.m. (note later starting 
time), using the Zoom link sent 
via email to the regular attend-
ees. This small group is open 
to anyone who enjoys knitting 
or crocheting, or who wants to 
learn to knit or crochet, and we 
work on shawls, baby blankets, 
and other mission-related proj-
ects. Contact Jane Swanson 
(jlsphd@gmail.com) for more 
information.

February of 2021 is here and we are ready to keep showing our 
love and kindness for one and all.

We asked some of the kids and teachers what they love and here 
were some of their responses...
I love... my new unicorn bookbag...and my Mommy and Daddy
I love... my friends and teachers at school
I love... playing
I love... my Mommy
I love... hearts
I love... monster trucks
I love... milk
I love... toys
I love... my Mama and Dada
I love... our PCDC Daycare school family
I love... the kids at PCDC
I love... peace
I love... our world, good food, music, deep belly laughs, sunsets, 
sparkly frost (or sparkles in general), and being silly 

We hope these will fill you with joy and know we send love to 
everyone this month and always. Have a wonderfilled February 
from PCDC Daycare.

27 - Elwood Prest

Photos furnished by Daycare

3 - Lisa Hollabaugh
4 - Bill Schwegman
4 - Cynthia (Cindy) Fields
6 - David King
7 - Brenda Myers
15 - Emily Timpe
19 - Jerre Pfaff
21-  Ann Darling
24 - Mary Jane Brooks
26 - Frances Gilman

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARY
3 - Tracy Prosser & Grover Leech
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Happy February -- this month the Frog class will be busy learning about South 
America and Asia.  We will be celebrating Chinese New Year Friday, February 12 
along with Valentine’s Day.  We look forward to this tradition every year.  The 
kids will dress in red and get to practice picking up little pom pom balls with 
chopsticks.  For our celebration they will get to eat noodles with chopsticks.  It’s 
amazing how quickly they learn and get the hang of it.  We will also have our 
annual Dragon Parade with the kids marching around shouting “Kung Hei Fat 
Choi” which means Congratulations and Prosperous in Cantonese.

PRESCHOOL

                                       

This month we are partnering with Panera for a fundraising event.  This is a super easy and great 
way to support our preschool by enjoying dinner at Panera and 20% of the proceeds will go to us. 
On Friday, February 12 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. you can participate in the Fundraiser by ordering at the 
cafe or online for Rapid Pick-Up®, Curbside, and Delivery* using the promo code PRFUND listed on 
the flyer.  When ordering in person be sure to have the flyer or a digital copy on your phone.  We 
appreciate everyone spreading the word and supporting us.

HELP SUPPORT

Bring this flyer or show an electronic version to the cashier

when you place your order and we'll donate a portion of the

proceeds from your purchase.*

©2021 Panera Bread. All Rights Reserved.

PRESBYTERIAN
PRESCHOOL

WHERE 1126 E Walnut Street, Carbondale, IL 62901

WHEN Fri, Feb 12th FROM 4:00pm - 8:00pm

Learn more at Fundraising.PaneraBread.comFundraising.PaneraBread.com

 PANERA Fundraising Event
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FATASTIC FLOAT

          From the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois 
          RIP Medical Debt
   

·      

         Across the nation, there are large groups of people who are burdened with oppressive medical debt. 
43 million Americans owe about $75 billion dollars in medical debt. Our most vulnerable communities are 
hardest hit – the sick, elderly, poor, and veterans. Middle class families who are barely getting by can find 
themselves in poverty because of medical debt. More than 60% of all bankruptcies have medical debt as a 
key contributing factor. This debt doesn’t come from bad decisions – it comes from seeking lifesaving medi-
cal care. And until it is resolved, medical debt lingers on one’s credit report, negatively impacting the ability 
to get a job, buy or rent a home, get a loan, or buy a vehicle.

·       The General Council decided in September that we want to do something about this medical debt in 
our area. We want to demonstrate Christ’s love for them in a concrete way. We want to help individuals and 
families get a fresh start, so that they can continue to seek needed medical care and find financial stability. 
Right now, there is approximately $1.7 million dollars of medical debt owed by those living in or near the 
poverty level in the Illinois counties our presbytery covers. And working together, we want to abolish all of it.
·        
·       How? We are partnering with an organization called RIP Medical Debt. If you haven’t heard of them, 
you can find out more about their mission at www.ripmedicaldebt.org . RIP Medical Debt was started by in-
dividuals who had worked in the debt collection field and wanted to forgive debts instead of collecting them. 
They pool money from donors to buy medical debt in large portfolios. They then contact those families and 
forgive their debt with no tax consequences for the donor or recipients. $10,000 donated to RIP Medical Debt 
can abolish $1 million dollars worth of debt.
       
·       To meet our goal, we will need to raise $17,000. That sounds like a lot of money – but it comes out to 
$216.19 per church or about $3.40 per member. By pooling our resources, we can make a huge impact on 
those in need in our communities. The Presbytery began this campaign in November and will continue with 
putting the offerings from Presbytery meetings towards this goal in February and May of 2021. We also want 
to encourage you to think creatively about how you and your congregation can respond to this challenge. Per-
haps you have money in your mission budget that can be given to this campaign. Maybe you can do a special 
offering, or a fundraiser, or... there are many options.

·       You can contribute on-line through the presbytery website, pseillinois.org, and then look for the “Give 
Now” button at the top right. 
        
·       Working together, we can make a difference in the lives of our neighbors in need. We hope you will join 
us in this campaign to abolish medical debt in our region. 

After learning about this project, the Mission Ministry committed to use some money from Brother’s Keeper.  
However, we encourgae members of the congregation to make donations for this purpose as well either 
through the church office or directly online. 
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·	 Stewardship Ministry reported that two of the building’s HVAC units were leaking and needed 
replacement.  They are located in the section of the building that houses the Preschool and Daycare 
programs.  We will be working with GL Morris Company to replace those units.  The session request-
ed that I confer with Linda Brandon, the Church Treasurer, towards finding the funds to meet this 
capital expense (which we have done).   The maximum cost of the units will be $13,000.00 and the 
church has reserves to pay them.   It is expected that the HVAC units will be replaced early 
this spring. The session is also planning to increase future building maintenance budgets to better 
anticipate such operational costs.

·	 We discussed and approved the 2021 budget for the church.  As you will see in the Annual 
Report (available to you before the Annual Meeting on January 31), it is a balanced budget with both 
income and expenses listed as $271,327.31.  Many thanks need to be given to Linda and Barb Stewart 
for their work in the crunching of numbers and the actual budget prep.

·	 Nominating Committee presented not only their slate of candidates for installation as officers for 
2021-2023, but also their plan to help us streamline the number of session members from 16 down 
to 13 (per the congregational vote last year).  The session voted to send all this information on to the 
congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting.

Like I said, it was a lot of discussion!  We then moved on with the usual business: approving the minutes and 
financial reports from December 2020 and hearing the reports from the various Ministries.  Based upon those 
reports, we voted:

	 To participate in national Moment of Unity and Remembrance Tuesday, January 19 by lighting the 
church sanctuary and ringing the church bell

	 To hold the Annual Meeting via Zoom

	 To hold a drive-through send off for Deb and Joe Troester as Deb begins her new pastorate in San 
Jose, California

	 To participate with the Presbytery in a program called RIP Medical Debt.  Mission Ministry will deter-
mine the exact amount of our contribution.

We adjourned, as always, with prayer.       -Kerry

Synopsis of January 12, 2021 Session Meeting

As has been our practice since March, 
2020, we held our meeting via Zoom.

I started the meeting with two short prayers and we jumped into lots of discussion:



Thou hast been our refuse from generation to 
generation. Psalm 90:1

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.
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First Presbyterian Church
        Carbondale, Illinois

Pastor: Rev. Kerry Bean, Email: pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org

In 1854, Josiah Wood organized 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Carbondale in a small log cabin, 
very different from our large, 
multipurpose building


