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First Presbyterian at Worship 

Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 
 

 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all 
backgrounds, abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the 
grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed 

and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s 
service in the world. (Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church USA of Carbondale 
Order of Worship for Sunday 5/23/21: 

 
Prayer in Preparation 
Gracious God, you come among your people as One who 
fashioned all things, who, face-to-face, revealed your knowledge 
of our lives, and whose presence brings assurance and hope. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love so that  
in hearing and seeing the gifts of this life, we may know the way to live in 
thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Where I Saw God This Week/Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
 
Prelude:  We Worship and Adore You (arr. Mark Hayes)  

-Saem Lee, pianist 
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Gathering for Worship  
Leader: God declares: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.   
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.  
The young shall see visions.  
The elders shall dream dreams.  
Both men and women shall prophesy.  
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
All: Let us worship God! 

 
*Hymn: #291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness (see bulletin insert)                                 
    
Call to Confession 
Leader: Let us call on the name of the One who invites us  
to speak the truth about ourselves and our relationships 
and promises to show us mercy.  
 
Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 
All: Holy and Merciful God,  
we do not know how to pray as we ought,  
and we know too well our constant failures 
to do as you have commanded and to hold fast to your word.  
Forgive us for the divisions we nurture,  
guide us to your way, keep us in your care, and lead us into faith.  
We trust your word that the Spirit of truth 
will show us all things and grant us courage and peace. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
Leader: People of God, body of Christ, sisters and brothers, 
the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you,  
to interpret the mysteries of eternal time. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior,  
and by the authority of the church, 
I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin.  
Be at peace with one another because of God’s mercy. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
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*Response:  #582    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    Amen. (2x) 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Happy Birthday to Us! 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: Holy Spirit, come again.  
As long ago you inspired, astonished, and confused the people,  
come to us now to fill our ears with the sound of your breath, 
fill our eyes with the brilliance of your presence in each other, 
fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Lesson  (p. 806 OT in the Pew Bible)               Ezekiel 37:1-4 
 
Ministry of Music                            Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 
New Testament Lesson:                                             Acts 2:1-21 

Minister: When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is 
it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
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14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days 
it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: “I See What You Did There…” 
 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (see bulletin insert) 
 
*Hymn: #15 All Creatures of our God and King  vv. 1-5  (see bulletin insert)
                   
 
Recognition of our Graduates    Faith Development Ministries
  
Invitation to the Offering: 
Leader: The Holy Spirit was sent to increase our compassion  
and to make us glad to spread good news by caring for those in need.  
May you enter into the discipline of giving as a work of the Holy Spirit within you. 

 
Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending  
checks in the mail.         
 
Offertory:  Come Thou Fount (arr. James Koerts)           

 
Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: God of mercy, we give you thanks for all that your bounty creates. 
The gifts we bring today acknowledge our debt to you and our intent to reliev 
others of their burdens. Bless what we offer and bless those who will be shown  
deeds of power through them; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

http://www.firstprescdale.org/
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*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
*Hymn: #300 We Are One in the Spirit  v. 1 (see bulletin insert) 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Minister: Jesus did not leave us without hope 
but sent the Holy Spirit to nurture faith and love in this world.  
Live this vision in all that you do: respond to rancor with kindness,  
be patient where there is pain, and let your dreams become reality.  
Peace be with you. The Holy Spirit has come to inhabit this world 
with freedom, truth, and understanding. You are not alone.  
May God keep you and make your prayers bear fruit. 

Postlude:  When We All Get to Heaven (arr. James Koerts) 

Moment of Reflection: 

In this coming week consider how many ways and through which persons you 
are shown a new path for your life. Watch for startling nudges or sudden 
epiphanies; listen for sighs that signal letting go of something pressing so that 
you can hear the Spirit’s guidance. What have you learned?  
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Household Prayer: Morning 

God of newness and delight,  
you greet your world again with light and life.  
I awaken to your presence behind, before, beneath, above, and within me.  
I thank you for another day  
and ask only that you keep me so firmly in your care  
that I can move gracefully through all I have to do.  
Guard my family, my friends, and all my brothers and sisters in faith. 
Let me be a peacemaker today; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Good and Holy One,  you have led me through this day of many encounters 
to the time when I may close my eyes and dream.  
I thank you for the people you have sent my way today,  
for the work I have had to do, for the food, shelter, and safety  
you have given. I pray that people everywhere  
may have all necessary comfort and nourishment 
and that I may lie down in peace,  
resting in the trust that you are watching over all creation.  
I pray this in the name of the One who made Earth,  
called the children to come, and blows through our days with wisdom. Amen.  
 
 
Worship Assistant:  Kathy Manfredi            Next Week: Pat Manfredi  

 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study at 3:30pm  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021 
Sunday worship via Zoom at 9:30am.  Fellowship begins at 9:15am 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a call or a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—
please let Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 

 
Announcements 

 
Faith Dialogues: On 5/30 we conclude our 4-part series called Presby 101.    

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours  
Monday-Thursday 10:00am-2:00pm 
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Snider Hill Workday: Thanks to everyone who helped! 
 
Worship Ministries is updating its list of Worship Volunteers as we prepare to 
resume in person service this summer.  If you would like to volunteer to be a 
worship assistant, scripture reader, or head user, please email or phone Sharon 
Wittke at sharonwittke@gmail.com or call (618) 893-1869. 
 
Faith Development Reminder:  There will be a summer book discussion of 
"Holy Envy" by Barbara Brown Taylor beginning at 7 p.m. on June 3rd.  The book 
is available in new or used condition through Amazon.com.  Let Jane Swanson or 
Reona Daly know by email if you plan to participate so that they can send you a 
Zoom link.  Check the newsletter for some more information. 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic patients and the 

ongoing vaccination efforts 
 Social unrest and political 

polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of 

natural disasters 

 
 Those who are homeless, hungry, 

and in harm’s way 
 For the victims of mass shootings 

and hate crimes 
 For those in shelters on the 

southern border 
 
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in the 
Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to please pray 
for: Good Samaritan Ministries 
 
The Ministry we are praying for this month is: Personnel Committee 
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National, State, Regional, and Community Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff at school 
 Our nation in midst of continuing violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women: 

o Matthew Baumann, Aimee and  
               Steve Gregg, Vlad Noland, Joseph Prest

mailto:sharonwittke@gmail.com
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  
 
Invitation:  
Minister: “Friends, this is the joyful feast… …to share the feast he has 
prepared.” 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
Leader: And also with you. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
Leader: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Leader: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Minister: In fulfillment of Christ’s promise…   …to proclaim the living Christ 
to every nation. How wonderful are your ways…   …we lift our hearts in 
joyful praise:  
Leader: Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 
Minister: We praise you most holy God… …we will celebrate victory with 
him.  
 
Words of Institution 
Minister: We thank you that on the night before he died, Jesus took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it do his disciples, saying, 
“Take, eat.  This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
(The bread is eaten.) 
 
Minister: In the same way he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”   (The cup is shared.) 
 
Conclusion of the Prayer 
Minister: Therefore in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 
take this bread and this cup and give you praise and thanksgiving. Let us 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
One: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us… 
…for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow through the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

1 You moved on the waters, 
you called to the deep, 
then you coaxed up the mountains 
from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons you called to each thing: 
""Awake from your slumbers 
and rise on your wings."" 

2 You swept through the desert, 
you stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people  

  with a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded 
with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets 
to open their eyes. 

3 You sang in a stable, 
you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city 
you called once again, 
when you blew through your people 
on the rush of the wind. 

4 You call from tomorrow, 
you break ancient schemes. 
From the bondage of sorrow 
all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, 
our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 
your people arise. 

 

All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O brother sun with golden beam, 
O sister moon with silver gleam, 
sing praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

2 O brother wind with clouds and rain, 
you nurture gifts of fruit and grain. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O sister water, flowing clear, 
make music for your Lord to hear. 
Sing praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3 O brother fire, so warm and bright, 
chase off the shadows of the night. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfolds such blessings on our way, 
sing praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

4 All who for love of God forgive, 
all who in pain or sorrow grieve, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ bears your burdens and your fears; 
so, even in the midst of tears, 
sing praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 
waiting to hush our final breath: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Since Christ our light has pierced your 
gloom, 
fair is the night that leads us home. 
Sing praises! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

       
      

  
      
      
   

 

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord 
 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored 
And they'll know we are Christians 
By our love, By our love 
Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
By our love 
 

      
      


