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First Presbyterian at Worship 
Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit – Serving God’s People 

 
 

 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
 
You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to 
serve God, to minister to our community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest 
to become an ever more inclusive church that welcomes all people from all 
backgrounds, abilities, and identities. Come along and experience the love of God, the 
grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 

In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. 
As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed 

and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped for God’s 
service in the world. (Book of Order, Directory for Worship W 1.1001) 

 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale 
Order of Worship for Sunday 11/29/20: 

 
Prayer in Preparation 

God of power unexpected,  
we want you to tear open the heavens and come down;  I 
to make mountains quake, water boil, and stars to fall  
until all nations tremble at your presence!   
But you, you will not perform according to our wants and 

whims. Instead you come like the sound of sheer silence: Thin. Quiet.   
Instead you are born among us as an infant.  
Instead you show us how love is made perfect in weakness.  
So we will stay alert, or at least we will try,  
because we are your people  and there is no other God besides you. Amen.  

 
Ministry of the Church 
One: We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Joys and Concerns  
One: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
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One: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
 
Prelude:   O Come, O Come Emmanuel (arr. Marilyn Ham) 

Saem Lee, pianist 
 
Gathering for Worship  

Leader: O that God would tear open the heavens and come down!  
Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God.  
Be alert! Keep awake! The time is drawing near: 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

All: Let us worship God! 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Reader: God has given us the perfect gift — Jesus, Emmanuel — God with 
us. 
Reader: The angels brought good news of comfort and the promise that Jesus 
is coming to save us from our sins. With joy, we wait for the promise 
of Emmanuel — God with us. 
 
Light the first candle. 
 
Spoken or Sung (Tune: “Frere Jacques”) 
Reader: God is with us (echo: God is with us), 
            What a gift! (echo: What a gift!). 
            Waiting and expecting (echo: Waiting and expecting), 
            Christmas joy (echo: Christmas joy). 
 
Hymn: #96   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                     v. 1-2 

 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh 
Awake and hearken for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare  
For Christ to come and enter there.  
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Call to Confession 
Leader: Like a faded, dry leaf that the wind blows away,   
our sins dry us up;  
faded and brittle, we are carried off by the wrongs we have done. 
Yet God loves us still and is able to restore and renew us  
with the water of life.  

 
Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 

All: God-with-us, even in Advent, 
we confess that you can seem far away.   
You are hidden when we need you near.  
In our hurt, doubt, and fear,  
we do not try to draw closer to you;  
instead, we lash out— 
against you, our neighbor, even those we love. 
Forgive us, we pray, and come to save us!  
Let your face shine until our tears are dried, 
our sins are faded, and our hope is restored. 
After all, we belong to you,  and in your hands, we can be made new. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Leader: The grace of God, given to us in Christ Jesus, 
strengthens us to the end  
so that we may be blameless when Christ comes again. 
Thanks be to God, who is faithful   
and has called us into the fellowship of the Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord!  

All: Thanks be to God.  
  

Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
Response:  #282    Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.    Amen. (2x) 
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Children’s Sermon:  Two!  Two!  Two Things in One! 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Leader: Gracious God,  

heaven and earth will pass away,   
but your words will not pass away: 
Your Word stands forever.   
May our generation be attentive   
so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
we remember your ways and gladly do right, 
meeting you wherever and whenever you appear.   
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
 

Ministry of Music                             Carlyn Zimmermann et al. 
 
New Testament Lesson:                                  Mark 13:24–37 
Minister: 24“But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 
the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Proclamation of the Word: “And the Stars Fell From the Skies”  
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Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed         
Leader: Let us confess our faith together… 
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
Hymn: #96  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry    vv. 3-4 

We hail you as our Savior Lord 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without your grace we waste away 
Like flowers what wither and decay. 
 
Stretch forth your hand; our health restore 
And make us rise to fall no more. 
O let your face upon us shine 
And fill the world with love divine.  

 
Minute for Stewardship 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 

Leader: God has enriched us in every way— 
in speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts.  
From the fellowship of Jesus Christ,  
we are sent out to share with thanksgiving what we have received.  
God holds the depths of the earth and the heights of the mountains,  
the sea and the dry land.  Let us offer our gifts to God, our Maker.  
 

Please, as you are financially able, continue to contribute to the life 
and ministry of the church through your gifts.  Give online at 
http://www.firstprescdale.org, through direct deposit or by sending 
checks in the mail.                    

 

http://www.firstprescdale.org/
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*Doxology: #606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

Leader: Faithful God, we thank you that Christ is being revealed   
in every time and place until he comes again in the fullness of glory.  
Strengthen our testimony and spiritual gifts;  
increase generosity in us, we pray,  
as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
  

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Minister: Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer…  
All: Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
Hymn: #124   Still, Still, Still                    vv. 1-2 

 
Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! 
The virgin’s tender arms enfolding,  
Warm and safewarm and safe the child are holding 
Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill. 
 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep 
While angel hosts from heaven come winging 
Sweetest songs of joy are singing. 
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Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep. 
 
Charge and Blessing 

Minister: Beware. Keep alert. Keep awake. 
God is doing awesome things we do not expect.  
And Christ is coming near with great power and glory,  
and with tenderness.  
May God strengthen us to the end;  
Christ draw near to our very gates;  
and the Holy Spirit awaken our spirits; 
until, with eager longing, we greet the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
With the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
receive the hope to which God has called you in Jesus Christ.  
 

Postlude:  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (arr. James P. Colman) 
 
 
A Moment of Reflection: “It is now, at Advent, that I am given the chance 
to suspend all expectation...and instead to revel in the mystery.” 
                                                               - Jerusalem Jackson Greer  

 
Household Prayer: Morning 

Thank you, God, for the gift of life today. 
I give thanks that your face shines upon me— for you are my salvation. 
Lead me like a shepherd through this day.  
Strengthen me for whatever lies ahead. 
Grant me the spiritual gifts of peace, patience, kindness, and gentleness,  
for I want to show your love, in word and deed, to others. In Christ’s name. 
Amen.  

Household Prayer: Evening 
Though you have told us to keep awake, O God,   
you have also blessed us with rest and sleep.  
Grant me such rest in the hours ahead  
that I awaken with eager longing for a new day,  
ready for you to be revealed  
in mundane moments and ordinary encounters.  
By your grace prepare me, whether awake or asleep,  
to greet you: in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn.   
All times are in your hands, and I, too, am in your hands, faithful God.  
In Jesus’ name I rest and pray. Amen.  
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Worship Assistant:  Wendi Zea          Next Week: Rob Jensen 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2020 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study at 3:30pm  
 

Saturday, December 5, 2020 
First Saturday, 11:00am-12noon 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2020 

Worship via Zoom at 9:30am.  Sign in early for fellowship. 
Faith Dialogues begins 15 minutes after the service concludes 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
If you would like a call or a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit—
please let Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
You have until Monday 11/30 to participate in the PCDC Daycare Fundraiser at 
www.meadowfarms.com 
 
Please consider donating either a non-returnable handmade or purchased 
ornament to decorate our sanctuary Christmas tree.  Ornaments can be 
dropped off during December's First Saturday mission collection (12/5 from 11 
a.m. to noon in the porte cochere). Our decorated tree will be featured during 
the Christmas Eve service.  
 
Faith Dialogues starts a new series of Advent discussions: It’s called 
“Annunciations” produced by the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  No advanced 
reading needed.  Just join us after fellowship time on Zoom.   
 
Check the church Facebook page (First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale IL) 
for creative ideas regarding at home Advent wreath and decorations, and post a 
photo of your wreath for all to enjoy. 

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours  
Monday 9:00am - 12:00 noon 
Wednesday 9:00 – 12:00 noon 
 

http://www.meadowfarms.com/
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You are encouraged to use your own Advent Wreaths during our worship 
services in Advent and on Christmas Eve. Advent candles will be lit as a liturgical 
passage is read.  
 
Mission Ministry is again collecting socks and mittens and hats to hang on the 
Sock and Mitten Tree.  Drop off your donations during First Saturdays on 12/5. 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pray for God’s grace, mercy & help: 
 Covid19 Pandemic patients, including national and local leaders  
 Social unrest and political polarization 
 Those in the destructive path of natural disasters 
 Those who are homeless, especially with the coming onset of winter 

 
  
Each week we pray for one of the faith communities that participate in 
the Carbondale Interfaith Council. This week the council asks us to 
please pray for: St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church of Carbondale 
 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month is: Stewardship 
 
 
 
Remember to pray for: 
 Our National Leaders 
 Students, faculty, and staff at school 
 Our nation in midst of violence 
 Our world, in the midst of terrorism 
 Refugees in Europe 
 Resolution to the migrant dilemma  
 Homeless, unemployed and those without adequate health care 
 Missionaries in Africa and everywhere 
 Service men and women 
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LEADERSHIP  
 

Interim Pastor 
Kerry Bean 

(618)-549-2148 ext 101 
pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org  

 
Music Director 

Carlyn Zimmermann 
(618) 549-2148 ext 106 
carlyn@firstprescdale.org  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Barbara Stewart 
(618) 549-2148 ext 100 
office@firstprescdale.org   

 

SESSION 
asksession@firstprescdale.org  

 

Faith Development 
faith@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson (2021) 
Reona Daly (2022)  

Fellowship 
fellowship@firstprescdale.org 

Jonathan Brooks (2020) 
David Peters (2022) 

Membership 
membership@firstprescdale.org 

Sarah Merideth (2023) 
Lisa Hollabaugh (2022) 

Mission 
mission@firstprescdale.org 

Rick Jefferson (2022) 
Lily Vucinic (2022)  

Nominating 
nominating@firstprescdale.org 

 
 
  

Personnel 
personnel@firstprescdale.org 

Rob Jensen (2020) 
Jay Brooks (2022)  

Small Groups 
smallgroups@firstprescdale.org 

Bill Schwegman (2021) 
Neal Foland (2022)  

Stewardship 
stewardship@firstprescdale.org 

Jim Calloway (2023) 
Rolanda Quick (2021)  

Worship 
worship@firstprescdale.org 

Sharon Wittke (2023) 
Wendi Zea (2021)  

Clerk 
clerk@firstprescdale.org 

David King  

 
Webmaster 

webmaster@firstprescdale.org 
Jane Swanson  

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
askdeacons@firstprescdale.org  

 

Class of 2021 
Phyllis Beck 

Carolyn Hooker 
Brenda Myers 

Mark O’ Donoghue  

Class of 2022 
Jill Hertzing 

Dori Jefferson  

Class of 2023 
Diane Cash 
Marta Davis 
Pam Holt 

 
 
You are encouraged to speak with individual elders or deacons, or email Session, 
Session ministries or the Board of Deacons with announcements, suggestions, 
questions, or concerns. If, after a reasonable length of time, you do not receive a 
reply, please re-send your email to asksession@firstprescdale.org. 
 

mailto:asksession@firstprescdale.org

