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 Church Office Hours
Monday through Thurs-
day 9:00-11:30 a.m. and 
12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Phone Extensions:  
Rev. Kerry Bean 101
Barb 100
Carlyn: 106
SI Diaper Bank 110 For unto us a 

 son is given.

For unto us a child is born,
Decorate the Church -Nov. 30

Fair Trade Special
Christmas Orders
Dec.  1

Student Spirit Sacks Stuffed - 
Dec. 1

Sock and Mitten Tree
Dec. 1 - Dec. 15

Laundry Day - Dec. 10

Dinner Group - Dec. 19

Pizza & Movie Group - Dec. 20

5th Sunday Potluck
Dec. 29
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I’m sure that most of you who are reading this Advent/Christmas newsletter article 
from the pastor have already read many, many such articles from many Ghosts of 
Pastors Past.  And I’m sure that many of them have encouraged you to remember 
what Christmas is really all about- and to not get too wrapped up in all the cultural 
trappings that come with the season.  Maybe some have emphasized that Advent 
and Christmas are their own separate seasons and that Advent deserves its own 
care and attention (and should not be overwhelmed by Christmas).  I know that I’ve 
written those sorts of articles with those sorts of sentiments myself.

This year, though, I’m more about keeping things real.  What I mean is that Christ-
mas does come with a long list of expectations that we’re all supposed to live up to- 
and we never really do.  And that’s okay.  And it’s okay to say that it’s okay.  Christ-
mas is “supposed” to be about family and feasting and gift-giving and decorating 
and thankfulness and music and TV specials and on the list goes.  And that doesn’t 
even touch on the religious expectations that this season brings us: peace, hope, 
love, and joy.

Perhaps “Joy” is the most expected of all these things.  We are told the in the Christ-
mas narratives themselves that the angels in heaven- and Mary- and the shepherds 
watching their flocks experienced exceeding joy at the coming of the Christ child.  
And so it is expected that even in the hard times and the sad times and the exhaust-
ed times, we too “ought” to experience a deep and abiding joy.  How can we not, 
knowing how much God loves us, after all?

Again, I may have once written December pastoral articles that basically expressed 
this very sentiment.  But this year I have a new take, a new understanding.  Joy (and 
perhaps especially Christmas Joy) is too elusive to be captured by creating Currier 
and Ives scenes in our homes.  Or even by  attending Christmas Eve services.  C.S. 
Lewis writes about being surprised by joy twice in his life: first in his unexpected 
romance with and marriage to his wife (named Joy) and second when he came to 
peace following her death.   In neither case did he seek joy and yet it found him 
nonetheless.

In the plainest of terms, there are times in our lives when we don’t feel joyful, even 
at Christmas.  And that is not a condition that has to be somehow fixed even by a 
Christmas miracle.  Perhaps we are grieving the loss of a loved one.  Perhaps the 
brokenness of the world is weighing heavily upon us.  Perhaps we are lonely and 
feeling lost ourselves.  In such cases, a jolly “Be of good cheer!” might not really cut 
it.

Notes from Kerry

Keeping It Real This Christmas
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But here is the thing: at the heart of the Christmas story is God at work in surpris-
ing ways.  Everything about the narratives of Christ’s birth in Matthew and Luke is 
unlikely. I doubt many of the shepherds expected that the night sky would be full 
of angels.  

This busy time of Advent and Christmas  may find you not as filled with the holiday 
spirit as you think you ought to be.  If even Christmas cards and Christmas carols 
and Christmas lights and Christmas trees don’t effuse you in joy, do not despair.  
Jesus (the grown-up Rabbi) once compared the Kingdom of God to yeast which 
cause the bread loaf to rise.  They are small, almost insignificant.  But given time 
they do their work.

I think the joy is the same way.  Do not hurry it. But it is there and it is at work.  It 
is a gift of love from God to you and me.   And you may not feel it- until you do. 
And then when you do, allow yourself to be surprised.  And then share that unex-
pected, surprising joy with those around you.  They may have been waiting, too.

Kerry

PS: If all those traditional Christmas activities like shopping and making cookies 
and putting up ‘way too many lights help to spark that Christmas joy, then in the 
immortal words of Christie Brinkley: “Go for it!”

May these seasons of Advent and Christmas truly be blessed for you and your 
friends and family and community.  Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!

Don’t forget to get your copy of “Christ-
mas in the Four Gospel Homes” and 
join us in Faith Dialogues beginning 
December 1.  Each week during Ad-
vent, we will consider one of the four 
Gospels as a “house,” which the church 
visits at Christmas, and discuss the 

FAITH DIALOGUES IN 
DECEMBER

Join us December 29, for the last 5th Sunday 
potluck of 2019.  We will gather in the Fel-
lowship Hall after the service.  If you have 
questions please contact Beth Forsberg, David 
Peters or check your church bulletin for more 
information.
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Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

ADVENT RESOURCES

The season of Advent begins De-
cember 1.  Faith Development min-
istry has compiled a list of books 
and online devotional resources.  
Pick up a copy in Fellowship Hall 
or view the list on the “Faith & 
Worship Resources” page of our 
website (under the “Church Life” 
tab).  Some of these books are also 
available to preview on the brows-
ing bookshelf in Fellowship Hall.

The Socks and Mittens Tree will be set up in the Narthex again this year by 
the first of December. Please bring new kid-size socks, mittens, hats, scarves 
(and underwear if you like) to hang on the tree.  The items will be delivered 
to local elementary schools the week of December 15.

Come Join Us 

                   as we
          prepare the 
church for the Advent 
 Season. 
We will begin
 to decorate at 
    10 a.m. 
   Saturday, 
 November 30.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, 
TEA, AND CHOCOLATE 
FOR CHRISTMAS

Be sure to stock up on fair trade 
items for the holidays – they make 
great Christmas gifts too.  Your 
purchase supports small farmers 
and producers, the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, and local mission proj-
ects.  Stop by the Fair Trade cart on Sunday 
mornings in Fellowship Hall – December 
1, is the last day to place a special order in 
time for Christmas.
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Our first “laundry day”  November 12, was a huge 
success. We went through $245 in quarters dur-
ing our four hours at Laundry World, and helped 
at least 30 people with 75-100 loads of laundry.  
Thanks to our great volunteers – Bill Martens, 
Brenda Myers , Rolanda Quick, Ann Warner, and 
Phil and Sharon.Wittke – who welcomed folks with 

    SEEKING THE FAITH - SHARING THE SPIRIT - SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE

CARBONDALE LAUNDRY PROJECT

Christmas Joy Offering
Once again this December, we will participate in the 
Christmas Joy Offering, one of the four annual special 
offerings of the Presbyterian Church. This offering goes 
to support current and retired church leaders in times 
of need and developing future leaders at Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping communities of 
color.

Pizza & Movie Night, Friday – December 20, 2019 – 6 p.m.  To-
night’s movie will be an oldie, HOME ALONE (the original one).  Pizza 
will be served at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, along with salad, fruit, cook-
ies, and drinks.  As soon as everything is cleared away, the movie will 
begin in the Youth Room.  To be inclueded in the count contact Kitty 
Trescott 618-203-1807 or trescott@midwest.net  

hot coffee and snacks on a very cold day.  And 
thanks to the congregation of First Presbyte-
rian for supporting this new important mis-
sion in the community.  Keep bringing in those 
quarters, laundry detergent, bleach, and dryer 
sheets as we gear up for our next laundry day 
December 10.
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Tai Chi will be taking a break during the month 
of December 2019.  Please join us in the new 
year, Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Any questions?  Please reach out to 
Deb Burris.

Photo by Deb Burris

OASIS

The Dinner Group met Thursday November 21, at 
Don Sol restaurant in Carbondale with 18 din-
ners present.  Jay Brooks gave the blessing and we 
passed around our envelope for donations for the 
food pantry.  Bill Schwegman was our host, Judy 
remained at home, still fighting the pneumonia 
she is recovering from. She would appreciate your 
prayers, 

We discussed the December meeting briefly with 
Bill suggesting the possibility of it being a brunch 
at Sunny Side on East Walnut Street providing 
we could be assured to of getting the back room 
for our meeting.  He will check this out and let us 
know when and where the lunch or dinner will be 
held in the December Church Bulletin.

This fall has been a busy season for Oasis Carbondale, 
our LGBTQIA+ affirming small group!

During October, Oasis participated in Southern Il-
linois University’s “Pride Pumpkin Festival” kickoff 
event for LGBTQ History Month.  Oasis provided fix-
ins for s’mores, which students and friends enjoyed—
along with conversation and socializing—around the 
fire pit at Becker Pavilion.  Last month, Oasis joined 
the LGBTQ Resource Center’s “Queersgiving” potluck 
on the SIU campus.  Paint and supplies were provided 
for students to decorate small stones with encourag-
ing images and messages, during the lead-up to the 
stress of holidays and final exams.

TAI CHI

photo by Danielle Schultz

photo by Danielle Schultz
Photo by Lisa Hollabaugh

Participating in events like these is consistent with 
Oasis’s mission of supporting the SIU and sur-
rounding student communities, particularly LG-
BTQIA+ young adults facing a lack of support—if 
not outright rejection—from their families and/or 
home communities.  If you’d like to get involved, 
we hope you’ll drop by Oasis Carbondale’s weekly 
meeting Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.

photo by Danielle Schultz
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Our Spirit of Christmas 
looked like this.

Carolyn Hollabaugh’s latest art exhibit, “Watercolor on Display,” will be December 3-10, 2019 at The Land-
ings, 2100 Reed Station Parkway in Carbondale.  Carolyn’s artwork will hang in the 2nd Floor Community 
Room, where an Artist Reception will take place Tuesday, December 3, from 2-4 p.m. Call Kristen at (618) 
559-0133, for more details.

Daycare
After recently downsizing 
her home art studio, Caro-
lyn Hollabaugh donated 
painting supplies to the 
Presbyterian Child Devel-
opment Center (Daycare).  
Director Sara Squires—and 
all the Daycare kiddos—say 
“Thank you!” to Ms. Caro-
lyn for generously sharing 
these resources which will 
surely be put to good use.

Future Daycare artists are excited to receive supplies donated by Carolyn 
Hollabaugh Photo by Sara Squires
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Preschool

DAYCARE

How is it already December? The school year is flying 
by, but we are having such a fun-filled time of learning 
and growing in all of our classes.  This month we will 
be talking about the Christmas season and doing lots of 
activities revolved around this favorite time of the year.  
An elf will be coming to visit the Polliwog and Tadpole 
classes to keep an eye on the children for Santa.  All of 
the children will be busy working on special Christmas 
gifts to give to their parents.  The Frog class will have a 
special week all about the Polar Express, making hot chocolate and having a Paja-
ma day.  All month our preschool is collecting canned goods and non-perishable 
food items for the Good Samaritan Food Pantry.  It’s so important for the chil-
dren to learn how we can help those in need.  We will have our Christmas Sing and 
Potluck Friday, December 20, at 10:30.  Everyone is welcome to join us and hear 
the kids sing songs they’ve been working hard on mastering.  The Frog class will 
sing a song in Spanish and a Native American song.  We would like to give a huge 

thank you to all our family and friends 
who supported our Show Me Dough fund-
raiser this past month.  It was a huge suc-
cess; we sold $3,816 and made $1,526.40 
for our preschool including generous 
donations.  A special thank you to Frog 
parent and board member, Nellie Baril for 
helping with this fundraiser.

Cont. on page 9
Photo by Sara Squires

Season’s greetings! We are super excited about 
the holidays coming up. We are starting to 
decorate items and areas around the center. 
We have also began practicing our Christmas 
songs.  We have so much fun and energy this 
time of year.

Last month, we enjoyed discussing what we are 
grateful for, the many things to be thankful 
for, and had a nice school Thanksgiving din-
ner/lunch. We also collected cans and 

photos by Kimberly Tyra

Keep an eye out for a flyer about our 
final fundraiser of the 2019 year.  We 
will be partnering with Papa John’s Pizza 
again during our Christmas break.  It 
will be a super easy and convenient 
lunch or dinner option for that busy 
time of the year to order pizza for 
takeout or delivery and proceeds will 
go to our preschool.  More details are 
coming soon  We wish everyone a won-
derful Christmas and Happy New Year.
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FATASTIC FLOAT

non-perishables for the less fortunate in our community. We collected over 
75 cans and non-perishables to be donated to the church for our local food 
pantry. 

We have a list for Santa this year and are hoping any Santa’s or Christmas 
angels will be able to help. We are in need of a new vacuum cleaner and 
microwave. We also ask for paper towels, trash bags, cups, plastic silverware, 
an infant-to-toddler rocker, and liquid tiles for something fun. Anything 
would be greatly appreciated, including prayers. 

We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a Hip-Happy New Year.

Daycare cont. from page 8
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

Enjoy breakfast with Santa Clause.
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December 1, 1952, Reverend Charles 
E. F. Howe was installed and served 
for fourteen years. Under his lead-
ership we passed the “one hundred 
year” mark as an organized church.


