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Christmas

Souper Bowl of Caring
Yarning to Make a Difference
February 2

Free Laundry Day
February 11

Preschool Fundraiser~Panera
February 12

Ask the Elders
February 16

Brunch Group~Fujiyama’s
February 20

Oasis Carbondale 
Internalized Homophobia
Speaker/Discussion
February 20

Pizza & Movie Night
February 21

Taize-Style Morning Worship
February 23

Ash Wednesday Service
February 26
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NOTES FROM KERRY

          I’m Going to the Zoo.  You Can Come, Too!
I wanted to thank all of you who participated in the Animal Farm exercise over 
the Christmas season!  There were lots of interesting and insightful comments, 
and I thought I’d take a couple of paragraphs to share my impressions of them…

First off, there are some old hurts that were expressed.  I’m saddened that these 
issues still linger.  But the inappropriate actions of our church leaders (and fel-
low church members) often cut deep and take much time to heal.  And if there 
are specific issues that you are still experiencing with anger or grief or dismay, 
please come and talk to me.  I may not be able to provide you with many an-
swers, but I do believe it’s good to give voice to our feelings.  Part of my job is to 
listen.  Come tell me your story.  It can only help me be a better Interim Pastor.

Next, I sense that there is good and positive energy that is waiting to be released.  
I sense this especially with our worship time--but it may be bigger than that.  
That’s why I think having an ongoing and thorough conversation about the sanc-
tuary organ and its future will be so productive for us.  The organ was mentioned 
in almost every Animal Farm category from Sacred Cow to Dinosaur to Distrac-
tion.  The organ, I think, symbolizes the church’s past and perhaps its future.  
We have wide-ranging opinions on how the organ will enhance (or detract) from 
our corporate worship experience.  And believe me when I say it’s not just about 
the money to restore the organ.  This conversation will be about our church’s 
identity as it moves forward into our future ministry.  Which, of course, is both 
exciting and scary, I know.

I really liked the specificity of some comments about the use of space, the pre-
school program, and the time of worship, for instance.   During the rest of my 
interim time, I hope we will address many of these issues.  Probably not ev-
erything, though.  Your next pastor has got to have something to do, don’t you 
think?

And lastly, I want to say that I’m as proud as a peacock about our congregation 
in a multitude of ways.  You are committed to ministry and mission in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  You celebrate God being with us and want to bring light to the 
community around us.  You work hard, play hard, and generally seem to enjoy 
living.  It is joy for me come and serve with you from the great and frozen north 
(Radom) most every day.

So thanks to you all--peacocks and elephants and rabbits and sacred cows and 
dinosaurs alike--for all you do for the life and ministry of our church.  As Jimmy 
Durante once said, “This place is a zoo!”  And who doesn’t love going to the zoo?

Peace,  Kerry
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 It’s the First Step in
the Search for a New Pastor!

Sunday, January 26, 2020 during Faith Dialogues we discussed the Church Assessment 
Tool (CAT), which has opened online through Holy Cow Consulting.  This congregational 
self-assessment process will provide important feedback and help focus our priorities, as 
we look to the future and anticipate a future pastoral search. 

The CAT is a 109-item survey asking how you feel about different aspects of the life of the 
church, including recent history, communication, decision-making style, worship and 
other topics.  

Results of the CAT provide a deep and detailed look at where we are, as we begin the pro-
cess of looking for a new pastor.  What challenges are we facing?  What changes (if any) 
should we be addressing?  What interests and skills should your next pastor possess to 
help make a good leadership fit?  Finally, the CAT helps identify areas which your humble 
Interim Pastor and session can focus on, during this upcoming period of transition.

Completing the Church Assessment Tool (CAT):

·	 The CAT may be completed online, or you may request a paper CAT to complete 
and return to the church office by Sunday, February 9, 2020.

·	 The online CAT—which must be completed in ONE sitting—is found at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/fbcusacarbondale.  This online link closes Saturday, 
February 15, 2020.

·	 Please carefully note the survey instructions.  For example, in the “Household Data” 
section, only one household member (among all members completing the survey) 
enters their household’s information; everyone else checks “Another person from 
my household is providing this information.”

·	 Friends of the church and visitors are welcome to complete the CAT; it’s not limited 
to just members.  Everyone’s feedback is important.

Soon we will receive a detailed interpretation of our CAT results from Holy Cow Consult-
ing.  The Session will video chat with Holy Cow at its March 10, 2020 meeting; then, we’ll 
disseminate results to the entire congregation.  We’ll receive all kinds of graphs and charts 
on a “dashboard,” and end up learning a lot about us.

After the CAT reveals its results, the church as whole can begin to set some directions.  
Before long will come the election of the Pastor Nominating Committee, the creation of 
the Ministry Information Form, and then the actual search for your new pastor.   There is 
not a set timetable for these things, but the train is leaving the station.  [Help me out with 
some sort of “cow-catcher” joke here, okay?]  

We are on our way.  --Kerry
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

“CHANGE FOR CHANGE” ~ WHAT HAPPENS TO COINS IN THE OFFERING 
PLATE?

Our annual church budget includes a Brother’s Keeper line 
of $1,500.  These funds are used to address needs of people 
in our community who come to the church office requesting 
assistance with gas, utilities, rent and other financial needs.  
Barb Stewart carefully screens these requests and responsibly 
manages the Brother’s Keeper funds.  

The budget line is typically depleted by October, and requests for these funds have increased, 
particularly as First Presbyterian has become more visible in the immediate neighborhood through 
programs such as the Carbondale Laundry Project.

In order to better meet the needs in our community, Session has reaffirmed that all coins collected 
during the Sunday worship offering will go to supplement the Brother’s Keeper budget line.  So, 
bring your coins to church on Sunday morning (the financial secretaries would appreciate fewer 
pennies).  Just think of what we could accomplish if we each dropped our weekly spare change into 
the offering plate!

YARNING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE ~ FEBRUARY 2

The Yarning to Make a Difference group meets Sunday, February 2, 2020 
after the education hour.  This small group is open to anyone who enjoys 
knitting or crocheting, or who wants to learn to knit or crochet, and we work 
on shawls, baby blankets, and other mission-related projects.  Bring your 
lunch and a project!  Contact Jane Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com) for more 
information.

“GET YOUR CHANT ON” FOR TAIZE-STYLE WORSHIP ~ FEBRUARY 23

Taize refers to an ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity that was formed eighty years ago near 
Taize, France (think the Burgundy region).  They have become famous for their chant-style worship 
music that is both energizing and focusing.  The simple, beautiful songs encourage the worshiper 
to center and go deeper in prayer.  I first experienced this style of worship in Pittsburgh during my 
spiritual formation studies, and it really appealed to the meditative part of me. 

Our February 23, 2020 Sunday morning service will be 
Taize style, which may be a departure for some of us when 
it comes to worship (I don’t, for example, expect that there 
will be an actual order of worship to follow)!  I hope it is both 
freeing and uplifting to experience something different--yet 
still powerfully spiritual.

February 23 is also Transfiguration Sunday, which leads us to Ash Wednesday, which, of course, 
leads us to Lent.  So we are making a very intentional transition this year from ordinary time to the 
Lenten season.  So that’s cool, don’t you think?

Our next break-from-the-ordinary worship service will be April 19--the first Sunday after Easter.  
We’re calling it Holy Humor Sunday.  Keep your eye on this space for more details!  --Kerry
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 7:00 p.m.

We will begin observance of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service February 26, 2020 at 
7:00 p.m.  Not surprisingly, the service will include the imposition of ashes.  And prayer.  
And some reflective music.  And maybe balloon animals (but no promises.)

It should be a relatively short service.  The ashes, as you may know, come from last year’s 
fronds used during the Palm Sunday service.  I am proud to say that up to this point I have 
yet to set a church ablaze during the ashifying process.  

Additionally, wearing the ashes, by the way, is not mandatory.  And if you prefer your 
ashes to be imposited on the back of your hand, that is okay with God, the church, and 
Martha Stewart.

I like to use candlelight as much as possible for this service, but rest assured that you will 
be able to read your bulletin. I hope to see you there (as best I can).

--Kerry

LENT IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER…

February 26 is Ash Wednesday, which ushers in the season of Lent.  This year, the Faith 
Development Ministry team has selected “Becoming a Beloved Community:  A 
Matthew 25 Journey to the Cross” as the Lenten devotional book.  Published by 
Presbyterians Today, this book “invites us on a thought-provoking journey to see first-
hand how Jesus’ words to ‘feed the hungry’ and ‘clothe the naked’ still change lives today.  
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of ‘beloved community’ to describe a society 
where everyone has their needs met….  Readers are treated to beautiful ancient Christian 
mosaics throughout the devotional. Just the way mosaics are constructed, we are invited 
to reflect on how our little tile piece could be added to contribute another dimension to 
the beloved community where we live.”  

We will discuss this devotional book during Faith Dialogues 
throughout Lent, or you may use it on your own at home.  
Get your copy for only $2. 

FAITH DIALOGUES IN FEBRUARY

Join us in the Faith Dialogues class on Sunday mornings in February as we discuss some 
interesting and informative topics:

February 2 No Faith Dialogues (see Souper Bowl Sunday article on page 9)

February 9 Ann Warner’s trip to Kenya

February 16 Ask the Elders (an opportunity to talk with members of Session)

February 23 Stay tuned…!
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JIM MILFORD’S 90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Church members and friends joined Jim Milford’s 
family for a catered 90th Birthday celebration 
Sunday, January 19, 2020.  Thanks to the Deacons 
and Milford family for organinizing this fun and 
memorable event!  Photo credit: Bob Luebbers

During the January 19, 2020 Fellowship 
time, the Mission Ministry Committee 
organized a card-writing session when 
members of the congregation wrote 
words of hope and support to survivors 
of gun violence and families of victims.  
Photo credit: Cindy Buys

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
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Our third Free Laundry Day, held January 14, 2020, was 
another successful day!  We had 45 visitors (an increase from 
27 in December) and spent $355 in quarters in the washing 
machines and dryers.  Interviews airing on WSIL and WPSD 
news television stations brought us more visibility. 

Thanks again to our great volunteers--Toni Becker, Rick Jef-
ferson, Kathy Manfredi, Pat Manfredi, Bill Martens, Brenda 
Myers, Phil Wittke and Sharon Wittke--and to all in our congregation who have contributed money 
and laundry supplies.  We also have received financial support from First Christian Church, the 
noon Rotary Club, and members of the Carbondale Interfaith Council.  

Our next laundry day is February 11, 2020 so keep bringing in those quarters, laundry detergent, 
dryer sheets, garbage bags and snacks.  We always welcome new volunteers, if you want to experi-
ence a Free Laundry Day!

Pizza and Movie Night meets the third Friday of 
each month.  In January we watched FRIED GREEN 
TOMATOES—a movie having little to do with the title, 
but a lot to do with family and friendships, stories told 
about all those people, and the effect those stories have 
on others who hear them.  Pizza usually comes from 
Quatro’s, the movie from Family Video.  We are a cozy 
group sitting together to eat and talk and enjoy the 
evening together.

Join us this month Friday, February 21, 2020.  Hot 
pizza will be ready to eat at 6:00 p.m. with salad, fruit, 
cookies and drinks completing the meal in Fellowship 
Hall.  Then we’ll move to the Youth Room to watch 
the 1991 film THE FISHER KING.  Let Kitty Trescott 
(203-1807; Trescott@midwest.net) know if you plan to 
attend, or if you have a movie idea to share.

UPCOMING SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES

Dinner Brunch Group

 
The Dinner Group will meet in 
February for BRUNCH, instead 
of at its usual evening time.  We 
will meet at Fujiyama’s on Giant 
City Road Thursday, February 20, 
2020 at 11:30 a.m.   If you plan to 
attend, please RSVP with Sharon 
or Phil Wittke at sharonwittke@
gmail.com or (618) 893-1869.

Oasis Carbondale, our LGBTQIA+ affirming small group, meets Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m.  At the Thursday, February 20, 2020 meeting in Fellowship Hall, 
scholar Jaidelynn K. Rogers of the SIU Counseling Psychology Doctoral Program 
will speak about INTERNALIZED HOMOPHOBIA, followed by discussion of 
how this topic impacts faith communities and personal faith.  All are welcome; 
we hope you’ll join us!
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PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER
What an awesome start to our new semester here at Presbyterian Preschool.  Our 
students have been learning about snowflakes, hibernating animals, and our shadows.   
We are hosting an upcoming fundraiser with Panera on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
from 4:00-8:00 p.m.  Panera asks that you please bring a copy of the flyer (below), or 
an electronic version, when your order is placed.  If you would like to order online, use 
the code “PRFUND” to have a portion of the proceeds donated to our school.  Thank 
you for your continued support of our great school!
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FATASTIC FLOAT

PCDC DAYCARE NEWS
We hope everyone has been staying warm during our chilly January month.  We 
are looking forward to warmer weather as Spring approaches.

We have been enjoying being together again after our break and learning about 
our school and friends.  The children enjoyed seeing people working together to 
paint the entryway and Narthex.  Even big people get to paint.  It looks wonderful 
and everyone did such a great job pitching in.  Yeah, teamwork!  We can’t wait to 
see the new carpet next month.

This month, we are excited to celebrate Valentine’s Day.  It is a nice time to discuss 
all the people and things we love and appreciate.  We will have a dance in the Big 
Room, have a valentine’s exchange in the classroom, and enjoy sweet treats and 
snuggles in the afternoon.  We always have so much fun celebrating the holidays 
and spending time with one another.  The famlies work hard at home making one-
of-a-kind Valentine’s Day boxes for the exchange.  It’s always so exciting to see 
what the families will come up with--so creative!

Just a reminder that all are welcome to volunteer and visit the children in our pro-
gram.  The children enjoy meeting new people and having new school friends/fam-
ily.  It is an informal, calming setting where you may come to give high fives, hugs, 
read books, rock babies, sing songs, teach music/foreign language, work puzzles, 
play catch, and/or just say “Hi.”  You are welcome and an important part of the 
First Presbyterian Church Daycare.

We hope you all have a loving and kindness-filled month coming up--XOXO.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING ~ FEBRUARY 2

Sunday February 2, 2020 we will collect donations for Good Samaritan 
Ministries and offer prepared soup to take home (or eat at church).    
In 2019, nearly $10 million was collected nationally for Souper Bowl 
of Caring, and 100% of the funds stay in local communities to support 
hunger programs.  Last year, First Presbyterian contributed nearly 
$1,900 during Souper Bowl.
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

Immunizations are given at Kid’s Clinic
which severs children ages 8-10.
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During the year 1868-69, one of 
Carbondale’s co-founders died. He 
left one-half acre in the present 
Snider Hill Cemetery “for a Pres-
byterian burying ground.” Current 
plans for seasonal maintenance of 
that area have been developing 
well.
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