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Notes from Kerry

The Future is Very Blurry (or is it my glasses?)

As I write this, the date is April 21.  It is not a good day for looking into one’s crystal ball to see what the future 
holds.  My crystal ball presently looks more like a big ol’ snow globe.  

What I am referring to is about moves to “re-open” our country, our state, and our communities.  Reading the 
news about what the federal government says versus what the state government says, etc. can set one’s head 
spinning.  Here’s the long and short of it.  No one can really say with any certainty what is going to happen 
next about sheltering in place and physical distancing.

The one thing I do know is that the session (back in March) voted to keep the church building closed until May 
15.  And there has been no change to that decision.

The question is, what happens after that?  I don’t know.  I can guess that there will be a transition time when 
only groups of, say, ten or less will be able to congregate.  Including congregating in our sanctuary.  What we 
as a church will do in such a transition time is a tbd kind of issue.  

For the immediate future, I think we all should count on continuing worshipping virtually via Zoom.  I know 
it’s not nearly the same as being in the church together, but it is the safest option we have.  (I also know that 
there are folks who are frustrated that they cannot get access to the Zoom worship on Sundays.  I’m sorry for 
that.  You should be able to watch the recorded version via our church web-page: www.firstprescdale.org )

I also want us all to wrap our minds around a couple of things as we contemplate worship in the sanctuary 
in the (relatively) near future.  One, because of physical distancing concerns we will have to space ourselves 
safely in the sanctuary (or maybe fellowship hall).  Your favorite pew may not be available for a good long 
while.  Two, almost certainly, we will have to wear masks in social settings.  I cannot imagine that requirement 
going away anytime soon.

So, as anxious as we might be to gather again to worship just like we used to, it’s probably going to be a some-
what different experience than that for quite some time.  Worship Ministry and session will talk about this a 
lot, I promise you.  And of course, we’d love to hear your ideas for moving forward- once we know what some 
of the guidelines are going to be.

For now, continue to be patient.  Stay home as much as possible. Practice physical distancing and good hy-
giene.  Call one another on the phone and keep checking in.  Keep yourself and your community safe.  We miss 
seeing you face to face, but health and safety concerns are most important.

To all of you who have continued to support the church financially, I thank you.  Please keep it up, but not at 
financial risk to you and your family.

As decisions are made to how we will move forward with the ministries of the church (including worship and 
fellowship), I will keep you posted.  

Now, kick back and leisurely read the rest of this newsletter!

Peace and wellness,

Kerry



                   Carbondale Presbyterian  May  2020            3

    SEEKING THE FAITH - SHARING THE SPIRIT - SERVING GOD’S PEOPLE

In response to the pandemic, several new features have been added to 
the First Presbyterian Church website (www.firstprescdale.org):

·	 Virtual Connection page, designed for us to share and con-
nect with one another.  This page includes reflections, photos, and 
essays, and we welcome new submissions.  Send to: sharon wittke@
gmail.com.

·	 Information for members:  There is a members only page, 
accessible via password, to post deacon shepherd assignments, the 
church directory, and the  weekly prayer list.  The password was sent 

via email last month, but contact webmaster@firstprescdale.org if you need a reminder.

·	 Devotional resources:  Daily prayers are posted on the homepage.  These are the prayers previously 
printed in the Sunday bulletin.

·	 Prayer requests:  There is a link on the homepage to submit prayer requests.

·	 Link to worship services:  The Zoom link for each Sunday worship service is posted on the homepage, 
as well as links for recordings of recent services.  The Sunday bulletin is also found on the 
homepage.

·	 Link to Bible study:  The Zoom link for Pastor Kerry’s weekly Bible study (Wednesdays at 
3:30) is posted on the homepage.

If you have any other ideas for helpful information or links to add to our website, please contact 
Jane Swanson at webmaster@firstprescdale.org

In sure and certain hope. . . 
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. . .

The church family extends sympathy to the family and 
friends of

James Hurley Myers
September 28, 1940 - April 23, 2020 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.  

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

 John 11:25-26

f f f f

    CALLING ALL 
MAY GRADUATES!
We’d like to recognize our May 
graduates, even if cannot do it 
in person!  If you know some-
one who is graduating in May 
– whether from high school, 
college, training programs, etc. – 
please send names and pertinent 
information to Jane Swanson at 
jlsphd@gmail.com.    
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 Joseph Prest Ethan Forsberg 

Mission is pleased to an-
nounce that the Rotary 
Club of Carbondale made 
a $1000 grant to the Dia-
per Bank to support its 
ongoing work providing 
diapers to families in our 
local community.

MISSION PROJECTS 

ON HIATUS

Grant Renewal for 
the Diaper Bank

 

The Mission Ministry held a special meeting this 
month to discuss how our church can provide finan-
cial support to our community during the corona-
virus pandemic. Mission decided to make financial 
contributions to the following organizations:

Good Samaritan Ministries $500 (to support the 
food pantry which is experiencing increased de-
mand)

Warming Center $1000 (to assist with increased ex-
penses due to extended opening to provide a shelter 
for homeless persons during the stay-at-home order)

Presbyterian Daycare $1500 (to 
provide financial support for day-
care workers who have lost their 
income)

Mission encourages members of 
the congregation to find addition-
al ways to support persons who 
have been negatively affected by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Carbondale Laundry Project and the Diaper 
Bank of Southern Illinois are both on hold until the 
church building is open for business again.  Please 
keep in prayer those in the community who rely on 
these two programs.

The Snider Hill Interest Group of 
Small Groups Ministry will be coor-
dinating cemetery maintenance workdays again in 
2020 to coincide with the major summer holidays. 

Our first workday of the season will be Saturday, May 
16, to be ready for Memorial Day.  Even in the era of 
COVID-19 stay-at-home rules, getting outside is still 
allowed and helpful.  We encourage anyone comfort-
able with participating to keep social distance.  Plan 
to arrive at the cemetery around 9:00.  We will work 
two to three hours.  Plan to wear long pants, shoes/
boots appropriate for tall grass and uneven terrain.  
Bring gloves, water, and any tools you might use 
around your house for cleanup work such as hand 
saws, loppers and pruners.  Rolanda Quick is plan-
ning to mow the back half of the cemetery sometime 
during that week.

The cemetery is located off Park Avenue just east 
of Lewis Lane.  For directions or questions, contact 
Phyllis Beck, Harry Davis, Bob Luebbers or Beth 
Malmquist.

Help us spruce 
up the cemetery 
for the major 
summerholidays.  
Our remaining 
work dates will 
be Saturday, June 
27 and Saturday, 
August 29.  

Our Response to 
the Coronavirus 
Pandemic
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YARNING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE:  MAY 3 
ON ZOOM!

The Yarning to Make a Difference group will meet  
Sunday, May 3 at noon, at the Zoom link posted on the 
webpage and sent via email to the regular attendees.  
This small group is open to anyone who enjoys knit-
ting or crocheting, or who wants to learn to knit or 
crochet, and we work on shawls, baby blankets, and 
other mission-related projects.  Contact Jane Swanson 
(jlsphd@gmail.com) for more information.

Note from Daycare

The PCDC Daycare would 
like to wish everyone 
peace, love, and light, 
through these difficult 
times. We hope you all are 
staying safe and enjoy-
ing some time to rest and 
relax. We wish everyone all 
the best. We love you all!

May 31, 2020 is Pentecost Sunday, when our Sanctuary would 
traditionally be adorned with bright red Paraments.  During Zoom 

online worship that morning, we encourage everyone to wear 
something red-, orange-, or yellow-colored.  You’re also invited 

to situate yourself with a candle (traditional or battery-operat-
ed), or a small table lamp, nearby and to “Join with Video.”  

When participants are in “Gallery View,” this will provide a 
glowing and flame-like vision representing the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.

Join us in worship this Day of Pentecost, as “we celebrate 
God’s gift of Holy Spirit which draws us together as one people, 

helps us to comprehend what God is doing in the world, and empow-
ers us to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all 
people in the name of Christ” (from www.presbyterianmission.org).
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Recently, Mark O’Donoghue generously donated and delivered a trailer load of mulch for the flower beds 
surrounding the church.  Deb Burris and Rolanda Quick raked mulch into the beds behind the church; later, 
Phyllis Beck, Jill Hertzing and Beth Malmquist weeded and raked the front lawn beds.  Everyone maintained 
a safe social distance, of course!  During this time of sheltering in place, we extend our heartfelt appreciation 
to everyone who is helping tend our beloved church building and grounds.

What God has wrought with a little help from the ladies.

Photos by Rolanda Quick
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New to ZOOM?  A few tips…

Social distancing efforts associated with the current pandemic have driven our Sunday morning worship on-
line for the time being.  The Zoom conferencing platform has allowed folks near and far (even internation-
ally!) to join us in worship.  Many have described the online service as an important part of their week and a 
meaningful opportunity to connect with one another. 

We want everyone to feel included Sunday mornings!  In case you’re feeling intimidated, here are some 
pointers:

1. Access Zoom by one of these methods:

a. Visit Zoom.com via web browser (Chrome is preferred) and follow the installation prompts.

b. Download the Zoom app to your computer, smartphone, iPad or Android device.

c. Or, join by telephone (look for the “Chicago” phone number in Pastor Kerry’s weekly e-mail 
invitation) to hear an audio feed of the service.

2. Look for the Meeting ID number in Pastor Kerry’s weekly e-mail; or you may find the meeting 
link on the church’s Facebook “Events” page (First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale IL) or 
on the homepage of the church website (firstprescdale.org).  Attached to Kerry’s e-mail you will 
find a bulletin with the order of worship, which is also posted on the church website.

3. After launching Zoom, click “Join a Meeting” and enter the Meeting ID here (or, after you dial 
the call-in number) with your name, then click “Join” (or, follow the telephone prompts).

4. If the host hasn’t started the meeting, you’ll be prompted to wait.  You may take this opportuni-
ty to test your computer audio (it’s helpful to check the boxes reading “Join audio by computer 
when joining a meeting” and “Mute microphone when joining a meeting”).

         A preview video screen will pop up.  Take a moment to adjust your camera angle and                  
       make sure you are adequately lit (avoid sitting with your back to a sunny window, for                 
       example).

5. While you have the option to “Join without Video,” many participants say they enjoy seeing 
each other’s faces during worship.  Even after you “Join with Video,” during the service you may 
toggle your video feed off and on by clicking the “Stop Video”/”Start Video” button in the lower-
left corner of the screen.

6. Consider turning on your video during at least a portion of the service, and/or for the Fellow-
ship breakout rooms following worship.  Don’t worry about “bedhead”—hats are always in 
style!  (Hints: Clicking “Touch up my appearance” under “Video Settings” adds some blurring to 
soften your appearance; here is where you can also experiment with Virtual Backgrounds.)

7. Mind the “Mute/Unmute” button in the lower-left corner of the screen; ensuring you are muted 
will minimize disruptions during the service.  (A meeting co-host may mute you.)  Unmute 
yourself to share Joys and Concerns or participate in the Children’s Sermon, before again mut-
ing yourself.

8. Adjust your screen display by clicking (in the upper-right corner) on “Speaker View” (which 
focuses the camera on whoever is talking) or “Gallery View” (which displays all participants).  
Others’ displays are unaffected, so adjust this setting as often as you like during the service.

9. Immediately after worship concludes, you’ll receive an invitation to join a breakout room for 
Fellowship.  Clicking this option will randomly pair you with a few other participants, which is a 
bit of a fun surprise, so give it a try!

10. Several hours later, a link to a video of the worship service will be posted on the church Face-
book page and website, for viewing at any time.

If you have any questions, please contact your Deacon, Pastor Kerry, Worship Elders Wendi Zea or Sharon 
Wittke, or Lisa Hollabaugh for assistance.  All will be happy to talk you through the above and help trouble-
shoot.  And “see” you soon, online (or by phone) Sunday morning!
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FATASTIC FLOAT

Anniversaries 
 
 
25 - Orlando and Denise Brown 
30 - Gary and Sarah Meredith 
 

7 - Joseph Prest 
8 - Katrina Buys 
11 - Katie Chambliss 
12 - Linda Brandon 
13 - Barbara Stewart 
17 - Wendi Zea 
18 - Kellyn Daly 
23 - Kara Hertzing 
23 - Sharon Wittke 
25 - Susan Corker 
28 - Jacob Buys 

The Southern IL Pride Fest, celebrating 
the LGBTQ+ community and originally 
scheduled for early June in downtown 
Carbondale, has been postponed to Oc-
tober 16-18, 2020.  Mark your calendar 
and stay tuned for more information 
about our church’s involvement in and 
support of this annual event.

John Schwegman, Bill’s cousin took this 
photo of a half albino cardinal  in southern 
Illinois 
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OOPS!

This appeared in some other church publication,
not one of ours.

Her celebratiion of lite will be held this Satur-
day at 11.

As you know we are not having any dinners at present due to the 
virus. Assuming the virus situation has improved, we will be looking 
at a meeting June 18, hosted by John and Carolyn Hooker.  Time will 
tell but we want to stay safe. Dr. John Jackson of the Public Policy 
Institute will be our speaker in July and will talk about the November 
Presidential Election. 



please check out our website or Facebook 
page for links to Sunday Church Services and 
Wednesday Bible Study: www.firstprescdale.org 
or www.facebook.com/firstprescdale/

This would normally be the  calendar page 
and hopefully it will be again. Meanwhile,



310 South University Ave., Carbondale, IL 62901
Phone: 618-549-2148       Fax: 618-549-6423
Email: office@firstprescdale.org (church office) 
Web Address:  http://www.firstprescdale.org
Pastor: Rev. Kerry Bean, Email: pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org

First Presbyterian Church
        Carbondale, Illinois

1900: Population tops 3000 for the first time; 

Presbyterian Mission School opens on Birch

1906: Present Presbyterian Church at Normal 

Avenue and Elm completed  

1912: Streets paved with brick and concrete. Amy 

Lewis Hospital opens.


