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 Church Office Hours
Monday through Thurs-
day 9:00-11:30 a.m. and 
12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Phone Extensions:  
Rev. Bean 101
Barb 100
Carlyn: 106
SI Diaper Bank 110

PENTECOST
    SUNDAY

WE WILL GATHER
     TOGETHER

ON THE 
 LAWN

May 23 at 9:30 a.m.
SUNDAY
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Notes from Kerry

Happy Birthday to You (All)
This merry month of May is a little merrier because we will be celebrating Pentecost Sunday on 5/23.  It’s 
sometimes called the birthday of the church.  Go check out the first couple chapters of the book of Acts to find 
out why!

This Pentecost is especially a big deal at First Presbyterian Church of Carbondale because will be having our 
first full outdoor and in-person worship since back in the fall of 2020.  (We did have wonderful but abbreviat-
ed Easter Sunrise service last month as well.)  We will be setting up a sound system, serving the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, singing together (with masks), taking offering, and providing the service on Zoom as usual.  
All of this is exciting because it signals that pandemic conditions are such that we can again think about in-
person worship as a normal part of our church life.

The plan is to continue worship via Zoom for May and June, with one outdoor service each month.  Then as 
summer really kicks in with its heat and humidity, we are planning to move back into the church building for 
socially-distanced worship beginning early in July.  All of this, of course, is dependent on the metrics of the 
pandemic.  Right now, for instance, many of our members have been vaccinated.  More of the community 
folks have also been vaccinated.  But there is also a world-wide spike in the number of Covid-19 cases and 
deaths.  And with more people travelling and businesses opening back up, there may be a regional rise in cases 
as well.  So we continue to take things very carefully.

When we do start worshiping indoors again, I would not expect there to be fellowship time as we’re used to 
it- at least initially.  Masks will be required.  Singing will be limited.  We will do everything we can to keep the 
spaces sanitized and safe.  

Once we determine that we can worship together safely, the session will discuss re-opening the building for 
Small Groups, outside user groups, and the public.  But again, the metrics of the pandemic will dictate when 
all of those things can happen.

After in-person worship is re-established, we will see how many folks will still want to participate in worship 
via online services like Zoom.  I believe that our church will definitely want to continue to offer worship to 
folks online, but in may be simpler and simply more practical to provide a recorded versions of our services 
through YouTube, for instance.  Believe me, these decisions will be made by getting congregational input- and 
by taking into account a whole host of conditional factors.

It occurs to me that over the long history of our congregation, we collectively have faced many challenging 
situations. Situations including pandemics, economic crises, social unrest, political divisions, conflicts within 
and without, and many more.  And yet, with each passing birthday, the church abides.

The church abides because God blesses it and because of good and faithful folks like yourselves who continue 
to worship and serve and give.  We will figure out all these transitions back to in-person worship and use of 
the building and online presence.  We will find a “new normal” until the next big challenge comes.  And then 
we will adapt and grow with it.

Birthdays are an honorable symbol of the journey through life that we all are on.  Our congregation- and the 
Church as a whole- has been on our journey for a very long time.  Let us especially celebrate this Pentecost 
not only because we will be gathering together again but because by the grace God and the leadership of Jesus 
Christ we abide.  And we shall continue to abide as our journey of faith leads us into the future.

Peace,

Kerry
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We are switching Zoom accounts for our 
Sunday morning services effective May 9.  The 
new ID will be 824 8455 3329. The updated link 
will be sent to you in the weekly email inviting 
you to join the service and it will be posted on our 
church website: https//www.firstprescdale.org. 
Everything else about our Sunday morning Zoom 
services will remain the same.  Please contact the 
Worship Ministry if you have any questions.

 Is someone in your family 
graduating this year?  We      
plan to honor our gradu-
ates at the outdoor service  

May 23.  Please let Reona 
Daly or John Baker know 
the names of the gradu-
ates.

Seeking Graduates 

The Worship Ministry is seeking additional 
Zoom worship assistants for the summer. 
If you are interested, please contact Sharon 
Wittke at sharonwittke@gmail.com or by 
phone at (618) 893-1869. 

The Pentecost Offering unites 
our congregation with others in 
faith to support young people 
and inspire them to share their 
faith, ideas, and unique gifts with 

the church and the world. Listen for more information 
about the Pentecost Offering during upcoming wor-
ship services. The offering will be collected on May 23. 

ZOOM

It’s time for another outdoor, in-person worship service! On Pentecost Sunday, May 23 at 9:30 a.m. we will 
hold our worship service on the lawn of the church, but we will also Zoom the service at the same time 
for those who prefer to remain at home.

For those attending the service on the lawn, we ask that everyone wears a mask and that social distancing is 
observed. Chairs will be set up so family units remain together but are spaced apart from other family units. 

We will observe Holy Communion during the service, and individually prepackaged elements will be avail-
able. If you prefer, you may bring your own Communion elements. 

In case of inclement weather, an email will be sent via the congregation’s alert email letting everyone know 
we are reverting to the Zoom service. Regretfully, we will not be offering childcare, but children are welcome 
to attend with their families.

For those who prefer to attend via Zoom, nothing will change for you technologically, and we will share the 
outdoor service with you as it is happening.

Reservations for the outdoor service can be made via email to worship@firstprescdale.org, or by calling 
Sharon Wittke (618-893-1869) or Kathy Manfredi (618) 534-2532. If you plan to attend by Zoom, it is also 
helpful to let us know.

----------------------
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Ethan Forsberg Max Jose

Sparrow Coalition is collecting items for individuals who are 
moving from shelters to their own apartments, and asking 
various faith communities to commit to providing different 
types of items.  First Presbyterian is providing laundry sup-
plies, mostly including items that we already have collected 
for the Laundry Project.  However, we need some small bottles 
of fabric softener and small clothes hampers, which can be 
dropped off at any First Saturday event.

In honor of Mother’s Day May 9, 
Mission Ministry is collecting dona-
tions for the Women’s Center. We will 
collect the donations at our First Satur-
day event May 1.

If you have travel size toiletries, you 
could put together a few items in zip 
loc bags and bring those bags to the 
church May 1. Small bottles of hand 
sanitizer, conditioner (they have 
enough shampoo), Chapstick and 
Kleenex are especially welcome. 

Larger items that are especially needed 
include socks and bras.

“S
HE

LT
ER

 T
O H

OME” HOUSHOLD ITE
M
S

The Mission Ministry is 
planning a Trivia Fund-
raiser for Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance Fri-
day, June 18 at 6 p.m. The 
event will be held on the 
church lawn (rain date June 
19). There will be a silent 
auction and food available 
for sale, so you don’t have 
to cook dinner!

We will be conducting a Summer Book Discussion via 
Zoom.  The book will be Holy Envy by Barbara Brown 
Taylor.  The first 
session will be held at 
7 p.m. Thursday, June 
3. The book is available 
through Amazon in 
hardback, paperback, 
Kindle, and Audible 
formats.  The discussion 
will occur weekly for 
twelve weeks.

As always, contact 
Ministry members 
with questions, sugges-
tions, and comments.

Faith Dialogues - In May, Pastor Kerry will be 
conducting a series entitled “Presbyterians 101.”  
This will be a review of who we are as a denomi-
nation for those who have been members for 
years and an introduction for those who might 
be considering church membership.  Join us and 
find out how much you have forgotten.

Save the Date!
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The Yarning to Make a Difference group will 
meet Sunday, May 2 at 1 p.m. using the Zoom 
link sent via email to the regular attendees. 
This small group is open to anyone who enjoys 
knitting or crocheting, or who wants to learn 
to knit or crochet.  We work on shawls, baby 
blankets, and other mission-related projects. 
Contact Jane Swanson (jlsphd@gmail.com) for 
more information.

Thirteen people and one dog hiked the Chautau-
qua Bottoms Nature Trail  Monday, April 12.  We 
were fortunate to have several Master Naturalists 
among the group who were able to identify trees, 
flowers, fungi and birds along the trail, which 
made the hike more enjoyable for all. One of the 
highlights of the hike was taking the Woodland 
Spur Trail to view the Wildflower Glade, where 
Virginia bluebells, Dutchman’s britches, trilliums, 
violets, woodland phlox and other native species 
were in full bloom.

Note:  This portion of the trail was named for Da-
vid Kenney, a former president and board member 
of Green Earth. He was also a member of  First 
Presbyterian Church.

From L to R:  Harry Davis, David Warner, Rob Jensen, 
Melissa Jensen, Kathy Manfredi, Jane Swanson, Beth 
Malmquist, Marta Davis, Ann Warner, Bill Martens, Al 
Bennett (and Willie) and Phil Wittke.

YARNING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE:  
May 2 on Zoom

We will be coordinating three cem-
etery maintenance workdays again 
in 2021 to coincide with the major 
summer holidays. 

Our first workday will be Saturday, 
May 22 to be ready for Memorial 
Day  May 31.  Our second workday 
will be Saturday, June 26.  We’ll 
gather at the cemetery (off Park 
Avenue east of Lewis Lane) about 9 
a.m. and work until 11 or 12.  Please 

bring any garden/weeding tools, 
work gloves and water.  We’ll also 
pick up trash from the woods edges.  
Rolanda Quick is planning to mow 
the back half of the cemetery some-
time during that week.

For directions or questions, contact 
Phyllis Beck, Harry Davis, or Beth 
Malmquist.

SPRING HIKERS

2021 Pride activities celebrating the LGBTQIA+ 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, 
Intersex, Asexual & Other) community are taking 
shape.  Sunday, June 27, 2021 we will welcome 
the Pride Drive-By Caravan, commemorating the 
Stonewall riots.  This fall (as long as pandemic 
control efforts remain successful), the Southern 
IL Pride Fest will take place 
the weekend of September 
24-26, 2021 with a Pride 
Festival Saturday, Septem-
ber 25 on the Washington 
Street Square in downtown 
Carbondale.  Mark your 
calendars and plan to show 
your support at one or both 
of these events.

Snider Hill Interest Group of the Small Groups Ministry

Photo by Sharon Wittke
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Our Spirit of Christmas 
looked like this.

Workday Workers

 1. John Baker

 2. Kerry Bean

 3. Al Bennett

 4. Jonathan Brooks

 5. Reona Daly

 6. Connor Daly

 7. Grant Hertzing

 8. Lisa Hollabaugh

 9. Dori Jefferson

10. Rick Jefferson

11. Melissa Jensen

12. Rob Jensen

13. Bob Luebbers

14. Beth Malmquist

15. Kathy Manfredi 

16. Pat Manfredi

17. Bill Martens

18. Martha Peters

19. David Peters

20. Rolanda Quick

21. Sara Squires

22. Merit Sullivan

23. Siena Sullivan

24. Bo Sullivan

25. Jane Swanson

26. Theresa Davis

27. Amy Egbert

Stewardship/Grounds and Maintenance and Small Groups 
ministries held a workday March 27.  We had a great crowd 
turn out — see the list below!  We weeded, pruned, hedged, 
and cleaned up the church sign to prepare for a new banner 
that Ro Quick arranged.  The church front looked well cared-
for during Easter week.  Followup work to lay mulch and clean 
the parking lot beds was done April 17.   Thanks to all!

WORKDAY & “MULCH DAY”
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Pastor Kerry

Jean Pulliam Carolyn Hollabaugh Imogene BeckemeyerPhotos on pages 6 & 7 by Lisa Hollabugh

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

 

Early Easter Sunday morning, church members and friends gathered for a Sunrise service held on our 
outdoor green space.  Warmer-than-expected morning temperatures made for a casual, yet meaningful 
worship service as the sun rose over the church building.  Familiar hymns were sung a cappella; 
afterward, folks enjoyed visiting with one another, while maintaining masking and social distancing. 
 
Following the service, colorfully decorated packages of hot cross buns were provided “to go,” thanks to the 
generous talents of bakers Carolyn Hooker and Melissa Jensen.  Hot cross buns were also delivered to 
some of our members at home and in Assisted Living, which put smiles on faces.  Thank you to Carolyn 
and Melissa, and to Pastor Kerry and the Worship Committee for facilitating dynamic and engaging 
worship both online and IRL (in real life). 
 
 
Suggested Photo Captions: 
Covenant Pastor Kerry Bean  
Imogene Beckemeyer  
Carolyn Hollabaugh 
Jean Pulliam 
 
Photo credit: Lisa Hollabaugh 

3 - Forrest Stewart

7 - Joseph Prest

8 - Katrina Buys

11 - Katelyn Chambliss

12 - Linda Brandon

13 – Barbara Stewart

13 - David and Brenda Gilbert

25 - Oran and Denise Brown

30 - Gary and Sarah Merideth

15 - Ann Warner

17 - Wendi Zea

18 - Kellyn Daly

23 - Kara Hertzing

23 - Sharon Wittke

25 - Susan Corker

28 - Jacob Buys

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES
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DAYCARE

The daycare has been enjoying the beautiful sights 
and sounds of the springtime season.  Beauty  sur-
rounds us. The children had a wonderful time last 
month during their Easter Egg Hunt, finding lots of 
goodies and filling up their Easter baskets. 

The kiddos have also been enjoying going for walks 
and finding treasures (sticks, flowers, rocks, etc.) 
along the way. They enjoy these learning adventures. 
They have also had fun continuing our study about 
trees. We have talked about their importance, our fa-
vorite kinds, studied different parts of them, cracked 
nuts and ate other delicious foods that come from 
trees. We also enjoyed planting activities on Earth 
Day. We are excited to begin our new study about re-
ducing, reusing, and recycling this upcoming month. 

This month, May 3-7, is teacher appreciation week 
and we would like to take a moment to thank all of 
the wonderful teachers for their hard work, dedica-

tion, and perseverance, throughout this extremely 
difficult time. All the teachers are amazing and do a 
tremendously important job each and every day. We 
would welcome any cards or kindnesses from mem-
bers of the church to show our staff and teachers they 
are appreciated and supported. It is important to let 
everyone know they are valued.  

We hope everyone has a beautiful month ahead and 
happy Mother’s Day to all of the mothers, grandmoth-
ers, and mother figures. 

Photos provided by the Daycare
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FATASTIC FLOAT

PRESCHOOL
We cannot believe how fast the school year goes. 
We just have a few weeks left in May and seven 
of our students will be graduating and moving 
on to Kindergarten. We are so grateful that we 
had a safe and successful school year during this 
pandemic. This year in particular we put a lot 
of focus on learning social/emotional skills. We 
are confident our students are ready to enter this 
big world with the important skills of kindness, 
helpfulness, responsibility and empathy. 

We truly appreciate the Mission Ministry and church 
members who generously supported us with our fundrais-
ing, supplies and monetary gifts. Thank you so much. We 
would also like to thank Barb and Linda for their continu-
ous help, we really appreciate you both. 

We plan to offer a short summer program this year and 
still have a few openings. Please spread the word if you 
know of anyone looking for fun, structure and learning this 
summer.

Just wanted to give a shout out to 
Ro who, during the Covid crisis, 
has picked up the mail, plumbed, 
painted, replaced lights, cleaned 
out storage rooms, supervised 
HVAC repairs, supervised work-
days, and probably done lots of 
other stuff we don’t know about.  
For you Ro, a virtual hug and our 
thanks.

Photos provided by the Preschool
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The session met via Zoom Tuesday, April 13, at 7 p.m. as scheduled.  We had a quorum and opened with 
prayer and a short devotion.  As usual, we spent the beginning of our meeting in conversation.  Our first 
topic was how do we as church leaders discern new and innovative ways to help the congregation move 
into the future.  This is challenging for many of us because we are people who value structure, process, 
tradition, and a sense of mission.  In other words, we’re Presbyterians!  I proposed that we gather a small 
group of folks and ask them to brainstorm new and creative ideas about directions the church could head 
as we prepare for the next 5-10 years ahead.  I’m hoping that a couple of these ideas will stir our imagina-
tions.

[Let me make one thing really clear: there is nothing “wrong” about how we are church right now.  We are 
a great congregation who are fulfilling our mission faithfully.  We should be out shouting from the prover-
bial rooftops about who we are and what we do and how inclusive we are striving to be.  But there are a lot 
of people in our community that we are not reaching, whose needs for a deeper relationship with God are 
not being met.  So at the heart of these conversations is the simple question, “How to we help our neigh-
bors experience a deeper sense of God’s love?”    This is an ongoing conversation.  It’s exciting, and chal-
lenging, and we need to keep asking it… ]

We also talked about where things stand with the possible restoration of the sanctuary organ.  The pan-
demic pretty much put the whole process of having experts come in and do inspections on hold.  One of 
first priorities is getting an estimate of the cost of a renovation.   It is our hope to gather more pertinent 
information this summer.  We will keep you in the loop all along the way, I promise.

Then we got down to business: approving the minutes and financial reports from March.  The various min-
istries gave their reports as well.  By the way, there is always a big overlap in those reports and what the 
ministry folks post in the newsletter.  

Stewardship Ministry continues to take good care of the facilities: windows were replaced, some light-
ing upgraded to LED, and two new rooftop units were installed to help heat and cool the education wing.   
There is also a new sign in front of the building.  I think it’s snazzy looking. 

What you will also soon notice if you’re out and about and drive past the church is that we are having the 
sanctuary roof power-washed.  I think it’s going to make a world of difference.  If the results are good, then 
we will have the rest of the building washed as time, weather, and finances allow.  

There is other big news, too: we will soon be asking you (the congregation) to vote on a reconfiguring of 
the session so that Stewardship Ministry splits its responsibilities into two smaller parts: financial re-
sponsibilities and facilities responsibilities.  To make this work (and not add session members) requires a 
little shuffling of duties, but we’ve got a pretty elegant plan to make it happen.  We should be calling for a 
Congregational Meeting for this sometime in early summer.

I am presently heading up a big conversation with the Mission Ministry folks (and lots of others!) to create 
a fuller and shared understanding of the relationship between the church, the Preschool, and the Daycare.  
I’m calling it a year-long research project to explore the histories and current practices of the programs so 
that we can all be on the same page moving forward.  Again, we may not need to make any changes to the 

April 2021
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current model.  But we won’t know that until we all understand all the aspects of the relationship (financial, 
mission, organizational, etc).  This is another project that we’ll keep reporting on because we know how im-
portant the daycare and preschool programs are to you.

That is the gist of what we talked about.  The individual ministries, like worship and small groups and faith 
development are all developing plans as we hopefully begin to move towards more in-person activities.  We 
concluded with prayer.

As always, thanks for your prayers and support.  If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of our 
session members.

-Kerry

Come watch the Missionary’s sideshow.
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First Presbyterian Church
        Carbondale, Illinois

Pastor: Rev. Kerry Bean, Email: pastorkerry@firstprescdale.org

In1953 the congregation celebrated the 100th an-
nivesary of  the building by raising $51,000  to be 
used for missions and to repair and protect the 
stained-glass windows in the sanctuary.


